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PREFACE.

HAT gave rife to the follow-

ing attempt was my bearing a
young Lady afirm, that fhe faw no
barm in gaing to @ BALL. dfter T
bad put together the beads of it, I
Shewed it to a few friends, who were
of opinion it might be productive of
Some good if I would publifh it
which I the more readily confented to
do, when I obferved how much the
cuflom of giving Balls at private
boufes bas of late prevailed.
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vi PREFAUCE

The original dcfign of the piece be-
“ing only to fit the diverfion of BALLS
- in its true light, Ibad no intention
of faying any thing concerning Plays,
Cards, &¢. i/l 1 was advifed to the .
publication of it, when 1 thought that
Jome few obfervations on thofe amufée-
wments (efpecially on the former) might
not be unneceffary 3 bowever, I chofe
rather to infert them by way of
Notes, than to break the thread of
what was already drawn up relating
to Barys ; which will, I hope, be a
Sufficient apolegy for the length and

Jrequency of the Notes difperfed up
and down threnghout the Book,

I fhall not in the following treatife
trouble you with any tedious account of
the origine of Bavryrs, Praxs, or any
other
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other of thofe fafbionable entertain-
ments 5 as well becaufe I fee no End
that would thereby be anfwered, as
becaufe 1 confefs myfelf ignorant of
the exalt time of their rife ; bowever,
with regard to Cards, onme of our
London Chronicles informs us, that
they were invented fcarcely two cen-
turies ago, for the recreation of a
King of France, who was almofl, if
not altogetber, an ldeot,

- WNeither is it my defign to make any
mention of religious Dances, fuch as
was that of Miriam the Prophetefs,
and of the other Ifraelitith women, af-
ter the overtbrow of Pharach and bis
boft in the Red Sea, Exod. xv. 20.
as alfo that of David before the Ark
of the Covenant, 2 Sam. vi. ‘14,
Jince it would be a moft ridiculous ab-

Surdity
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Jurdity to go about to prove that thefe,
and other Dances recorded in Scrip-
ture, are quite of a different nature
and tendency from modern BALvs,
and ASSEMBLIES.

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son
we are told, that bis return to bis kind
Father was celebrated with mufick and
dancing; but can any one be fo abfurd
as to infer from bence that we bave a
Scripture fanflion for BALLs? o
purely ;5 the whole of the flory is a Pa-
rable : and as the very end of Para-
bles s through the letter to convey fome
Spiritual meamng to our ﬁnfes, Jfo
dancing is bere mentioned as it is a
ufual way of expreffing joy; for we
can no more fuppefe that there was a
real Ball and entertainment given
upon this occafion, than that the cha-

ratiers
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racters of the Prodigal and bis Father
were real : but as the whole Parable
was _fpiritually intended,  to exprefs
the return of a Ioff finner to God as
bis reconciled father in Chrift, fo the
mufick, dancing, feafting,. &c. are
only introduced to carry on the figure,
and to reprefent to us, by familiar
#llufirations, the joy which is in hea-
ven over one finner that repenteth.

My bearty wifb is, that what is
bere offered to your perufal and ferious
reflection, may bave the fame bappy
effect upon many readers of it in print,
as I have reafon to bope it bad in ma-
nufeript upon the Lady for whofe be«
nefit it was chiefly defigned :  upon
which account, I earneflly intreat your
patience to go through the whole ; or
at leaft I bope you will not tofs it afide

before
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before you have well begun it, with
* declaring, that, * you never faw fach
¢ horrid ftuff in all your days.’

- Truth is a mighty weapon, though
wielded by a weak band ; wherefore
Jince 1 bave this on. my fide, I do not
defpair of convincing all thofe wha
will weigh what they read with a fair
unbiaffed judgment. As to merit, 1
claim none, but that of a good inten-
tion, and would not willingly give
offence, where I bope to render the
greateft of all fervices : if therefore
any take exception at what they meet
with in the courfe of this little pam-
phlet, let me beg them to fearch into
their own bearts, and examine care-
Sully whether an unwillingnefs to part
with thofe idols, the keeping of which

they can no otherwife defend than by

res
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refufing to bearken to the wvoice of
Scripture, Reafin, and Confience,
may not in fome meafure be the caufe
of their being di [olez_z/e"d at what tbey

read,

And now, beartily recommending
what follows to the ble ﬁng of God,
and bumbly fubmitting it to your can-
dor, I beg leave to fubfiribe myfelf

Your moft obedient,
and moft humble Servant,

The AuTHOR,

AN
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INTRODUCTION.

FHXHELTHOUGH it is the
§ A 2 undoubted duty of every
Y X5l Chriffian to do all in his
power to promote the Sa/vation of
others, yet he fhould be careful to
guide bis words with difcretion, and

B not
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not to wurge any thing upon thofe
with whom he hopes to fucceed,
without defending his caufe with
weighty and forcible arguments; left
he fhould make them imagine, be-
caufe he advances little or nothing
on his own fide of the queflion, that
confequently there is little or no-
thing to be faid in fupport of it.

It is upon this plan that T purpofe,
with God's affiltance, to purfue my
defign of proving the abfolute -
lawfulnefs of the now fo fathionable
diverfion of Barrs; and though I
am. fenfible that the mighty torrent
of cuftom is againft me, and that I
may be branded with the appellation
of a precife fanatic; yet 1 hope to
demonftiate with the clearell evi-
dence, that Bavrrs are entircly in-

confitent
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confiftent with the Spirit of Chrif=
tianity, ‘and that'it is not poffible
to be prefent at them without in-
curring great guilt.  All T’ defire
- of thofe who read the following
pages is, (what I have already re-
quefted in the preface) that they will
for a little while diveft themfelves of
all prejudice, and not blindly refolve
to condemn, before they read. The
arguments I fhall bring are 2li found-
ed upon Scripture and plain Reafon ;
therefore, till they can*be anfwered
from Scripture and plain Reafon, it
is neither Laughter, Sneers, nor Ri-
dicule, that can invalidate their
force.

Obferve here, that I addrefs my-
felf chiefly to thofe who have fome
good defires, -and yet indulge them-

B2 felves
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felves in the practice of going to
Barrs, becaufe they are not con-
vinced of their evil tendency ; for
16 prove their finfulne(s to fuch as
are determined to go to them at all
events, would indeed be labour in
vain,

SECTION
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SECTION 1

L L the arguments I ever

remember to have heard
brought in vindication of Barrs,
are,

Firff, That they are no where
forbidden in Scripture, and confe-
quently are innocent.

Secondly, That many good Chrif-
tians go to them.

Thirdly, That provided a perfon
does not make a conflant prattice of
going to them, there can be no

B3 harm
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harm in them now and then by way
of relaxation; 'and, that by mixing
ourfelves fometimes with the diver-
fions of the World, we return with
greater relith to retirement and reli-
gious Daties, .

Whether Barrs are particularly
forbidden in any place of Scripture,
1 will not take upon me to deter-
mine : let it fuffice for my prefent
purpofe that they are forbidden by
the whole voice of Revelation, inaf-
much as every thing is flrictly for-
bidden that may diforder our Souls ;
and - be deftru@ive of that meck,
humble, contrite Spirit, which cons+
ftitutes the real Chriftian; and that
Barvrs do tend entirely to prevent
the attaioment of fuch a temper,
and cannot but be very pernicious to

our
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our Souls, will be fully proved
hereafter. There are many things
not particularly forbidden in Scrip-
ture, which yet every one muft al-
low to be very great and heinous Sins 3
and were we to do what we pleafe,
from the notion that what we do is
no' 'where particularly forbidden in
Scripture, what great extravagancies
would fuch a fancy lead us into?
We are no where throughout the
whole Bible commanded not to fet
an' houfe on fire, yet no-body can
be fo weak as to imagine it is no fin
wilfully to commit fuch an a&ion;
and that, becaufe the whole tenor
of Scripture forbids us to injure our
neighbour.  Befides, had our Sal
viour and his Apoftles given a parti-
cular prohibition againft all the
foolerics that the depravity of fallen

man
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man hath invented,” migt we not
fay with Saint Fobn, that even tle
world itfelf could not contain the books
that flould be written (a)?

But have we any reafon to think,
that at the time when Chriffianity
was firft preached, there were any
fuch pleafures among Chriftians os
are to be met with in a modern
Ball-room 2 . No, the honour of
thefe improvements is all due to us,
who have been fo long blefled with
the tranfcendent light of the Gofpel ;
{carcely did the Pagan sworld, in the
midt of their idolatrous darknefs,
ever arrive at that exquilite perfection
in all kinds of Diverfions, Luxury,
and Extravagance, that is now to be

' met

(a) Jobn xxi. 25.
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met with amongft thofe who are
reckoned good Chriftians.

But granting, that at the time
of the planting of Chriflianity, there
really were fome fuch entertainments
amongft Heathens as modern BaLLs 5
yet we cannot fuppofe that Chriff
and his Apoflles fhould think it ne-
ceflary to tell their Converts, that
-they could not romp and fkip about
like buffoons, and merry-andrews,
in_all the glare of expenfive drefs,
amongft a croud of unconverted
Heathens, either for their own ‘di-
verfion, or for that of the compa-
ny, and at the fame time Jfanétify
the Lord God in their Hearts (b),
preferve a  truly Chriftian Spirit,

and

(&) 1 Pet. iii. 15,
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and be friving to enter in at the
Sfrait Gate (¢). Can any man in
his fenfes -make fuch a fuppo-
fition ?

But here, (according to the fecond
argument) it will be faid, that the
world, at leaft the part of ‘it which
we inhabit, is now become Chrif=
tian, and that the company we meet
at thefe noffurnal revellings, called
Barvs, are not Hcatbem, but Cbrg/‘
tians, ,

I grant that they are fo called,
and ' that they have the ' external
appearance of Chriflianity; but are
they lecxplcs of that blefled ¥e/us,
who is meek and lowly in beart (d)?

Are

(¢) Luke xiii. 24, (d) Mat. xi. 29.
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dre they crucified to the world, and
the world 1o them (e) 2 Do they bun-
ger and thirft after Righteoufirefi 2
Are they of the numbcer of thofe
pure in heart, thofe poor in fpirit,
or of thofe meek and bloffed mourners
(f), to whom our Locd has pro-
mifed the kingdom of heaven?
Are they prefling toward the mark,.
Jor the prize of the bigh caliing
of God in Chrifi Yefus, (g)? Lre
they redeeming the time, becaufe the
days are evil (b)2 Are they not
often engaged in that fuolih talk-
ing .and jefling, which the Apof-
tle tells us are not convenient (1)2
Dees the word of Ch-ifi dwell in

then rzcb/), téaching ana adirinilis
704

() Gal. vi. 14, (f) Mat. v. 2, — 6,
(g Phil. iii. 14. (5] Eph. v. 16,
(#) Eph. v. 4. ;
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ing one another (k), warning the un-
ruly, comforting the fecble-minded,
and fupporting the weak (/)2 Are
they giving diligence to make their
calling and elelion fure (m), leff a
promife being made them of entering
inio bis refl, any of them fbould feem
to come fhort of it (n)? Is the love.
of God fhed abroad in their bearts by
the Holy Gbofl wbhich is given unto
them (0)2 Have they received the
Spirit of Adoption whereby they cry.
abba Father? and do they through.
that Spirit mortify the deeds of the
body (p) 2 Are their affeétions fet on
things above, and not on things on
the earth ()2 Are they not conform-
ed to this profint evil world (r)?

inftead

(#) Coloff: iti. 16. (J) 1 Thefl, v. 14,
{(m) 2 Pet.i. 10.  (n) Heb. iv. 1.

(¢) Rom. y. s. (p)Rom. viii. 13,15,
(¢) Colofl. iii. 2. () Rom. xii, 2,
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inftead of zaking thought wherewithal
they « fhall be clothed (s), are they
Seeking to adorn themfelves in the bid-
den man cof the beart (t) 2 Are they
renewed in the fpirit of their minds
(%) 2 Does Chrift dwell in their bearts
by faith (w) 2 Do they take up their
crofs daily, and deny themfelves, and
Jollow bim (x) 2 « Are they living as
Sfirangers and pilgrims upon earth
(9)2 Do they continue inflant in .
prayer ()2 Have they that meck
and quiet fbirit, which St. Peter af-
Jures us is ¢f fuch great price in the
Sight of God (a)? Are they blamelefs
and barmlefs, the Sons of God, amidft
a crooked and perverfe nation, among
C whom.

(s) Mat. vi. 31. (z) 1 Pet. iil. 4.
(#) Eph iv.23. (w) Eph. iii. 17.
(x) Mat, xvi. 24. 7 (y; Heboxi. 13,
(=) Rom. xil. 12, (4, 1-Per. iii, 4.

F e

Toa s
£
Topatd
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whom they fbine as lights in the world
(6)2 Ina word, are they new crea-

tures in Chrift Jefus (c) 2

Thefe, and fuch as thefe, are
Scripture-marks of a Chriftian ; and
Scripture is the only touchftone
whereby we can, according to 'the
Apoftle’s command, fry the Spirits
whether. they are of God (d): and
though we .are not to pafs hafty
cenfures upon any, yet we muft not
fo far difhonour the Gofpel of our
blefled Saviour, as to admit every
vain pretender to Chriffianily into
the clafs of true believers; for as
fure as Gop's word is true, any
perfon who has not the before-men-

tioned

(8) Philip. iis 15. (<) 2 Cor. v. 17.
() 1 Johniv. 1. v
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tioned marks of a Chriffian, can lay
no juft claim to the name: There-
fore before we wafte our precious
time at Barrs, Pravs, Carp-
TaBrLes ¥, &ec. upon the prefump-

C2 x tion

* Permit me here juft to put a queftion
or two to every Lady who frequents Card-
tables. Firft, how can you confiftemly with
your chriftian profeffion in the leat degree
countenance a praltice, which evidently is
and has been attended with fuch fatal confe-
quences as gaming is known to produce !’
Secondly, Can eny woman who fpends great
part of an evening in playing at Cards, and
no inconfidérable part of the morning in re-
cefving, fending, reading and writing Cards
for engagements, reafonably conclude that fhe
is clothing herfelf with the whole: armour of ]
God, and working out her own falvation with
Jfear and trembling 2 Eph, vi. 13. Phil. i, 12,
But you will perhaps tell me, you are 2y no
means a conflant player at Cards, and when you
do, it is enly for a trifley jult to kill the time, or

pafs
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tion that many good Chriffians make
no fcruple of going to them, how
much does it behove us to examine
whether the above Scripture-marks
of a Chriftian do appear (and where
they are, they muft appear) in thofe

perfons

pafs away an idle hour, and that by playing
at Cards ‘you often avoid doing much worfe !
Though I will not pretend to deny the truth
of this affertion, yet I hope it will be fuffi-
cient anfwer to fay, that I am forry you
think the fhort time allotted you in this ftate
cf probation to prepare your Soul for Eter-
nity, to be fo very cheap a drug that you will
fell it for a trifle, when you are fo folemnly
called upon to redeem it ; and that it will be
as vain an excufe to that idle wuprofitable
Jervant who bid bis lord’s talent in the earth,
Mat. xxv. 25. to fay, be might have been
doing worfe ; as it would be for a criminal
who was accufed of theft, to plead in his
own behalf that be might have been com-
mitting murder.
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perfons by whofe examples we fuffer
ourfelves to be led? For if théfe
be the Bible-evidences of a Chriflian,
and if they are not found in thofe
whofe Religion is fet up for the
warrant of BAvLrs, then their pre-
fence 3t them cannot juftify or au-
thorife them ; and we areé reéduced
to the neceflity either of difbelieving
the Bible, or elfe of believing that
thofe who have not thefe evidences
are no otherwife Chriflians than by

name and outward profeffion.

St. Paul'aflures us, that be'is nof a
Sew who is one outwardly, neither is
that circumcifion which is outward in'
the flefb; but be is a Few who is one
inwardly, and tirczz:zztiﬁbn is that of
the heart, in the fpirit, and not in

C 3 % s the
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the letter (€): So he is certainly no
Chriftian who is only one outward-
ly ; neither is that baptifm which
confifts in the meer outward wathing
of water ; but he is a Chriftian who
is one inwardly, and baptifm is that
of the heart, in the fpirit, and not
in the letter only.

Now, as it is impoffible for any
body to obje@ againft this conclu-
fion, entertain not for the future
fuch unworthy notions of a real
Ckhriftian, who has in him tbe mind
that was in Chrift (f), asto fuppofe
that fuch an one will go to BaLrLs,
Pravy-Houses, or any of thofe
Seminaries of Vice, which Satan and
his inftruments have eftablithed in

this

() Rom.ii. 28. (/) Philip. ii. 5.
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this land; and which they would
honour with the fpecious but falfe
name of innocent diverfions *.

I have

# It is indeed aftonifhing, how any per-
fon, who makes the leaft pretenfions to Chrif-
tianity, can poflibly be feen at a'Play-houfe,
fince our Comedies in geueral are not only
fluffed with oaths and impieties, but with
fuch obfcenities as 2 modeft Heathen would
have blufthed at ; yet even thefe are perhaps
not produétive of fuch evil confequences as
mény of our Fragedies, to which grave ma-
trons carry their wards with the notion of
their learning inftruQive leflons of VirTur
and MoraLiTY. Now if ranting, romantic
love, pride, vain-glory, revenge, luft, and
cruelty, (not to mention felf-murder) be ef-
teemed Virtue and Morality, I muft confefs
that moft of our celebrated Tragedies abound
with thefe; and that there is no place in the
world better calculated to make young people

truly
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I have now, I hope, fully confu-
ted the two firft arguments in favour
‘ : - of

truly virtuous and moral, than the two
Theatres of Covent Garderr and Drury-Larne.

But you objed, that the defign of Plays
is not to_encourage, but to lafh the follies of
Mankind, by giving us a proper abhorrence
of thofe vices which are expofed upon the
Stage. ‘

What validity there is in your ebjection,,
may be difcovered by defiring you to confider
fv what light you would look upon-a Lady,
who being anxious to have her averfion to.
oaths, blafphemy, and obfcenity increaled,
fhould make- all her fervants coms: into her
prefedce, and give them a crown to curfe,
fwear, act and!talk indccently, till fhie found
Her antipathy for thefe crimes raifed to a
proper pitch': or fearing left her fon and
daughter were not enough difgufted at the

. fins
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of Barvs, and proved beyond all
difpute, that they are forbidden by
the

fins of unchaflity’' or drunkennefs, was to
admonifh the one to frequent houfes of ill
fame, and the other to fpend a few hours
with a company of drunkards at a tavern.

Since I have touched on this fubjeét, I
beg leave to relate the following fadt, which
however fhocking it may appear to a Chril-
tian, I myfelf was eye-witncfs of fome years
ago, when with fhame and forrow [ confefs
I was a great frequenter of Play houfes. ¢ It
¢ was at the benefit of a certain Dancing-
¢ mafter: The boxes were moftly filled with
¢ young children who 1 fuppofe were the
¢ {cholars of this mafter, and came to have
¢ their infant ideas formed by a lewd Come-
¢ dy. Between the allls, or after the play, [
¢ forget which, one of thefe children who
¢ feemed to be about feven years old, came
¢ forth, and danced two publick minuets
¢ upon the flage with her mafter ; without

doubs
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the whole tenor of Scripture, and
that none but thofe who content
themfelves with the Shadow of
Chuifiianity inftead of the fubfiance,
will ever be frequenters of them.

The third argument in favour of
BaLrLs, yet remains to be anfiver-
cd ; namely, that ¢ provided we do
¥ pot make a conftant practice of
¢ going to them, there can be no
¢ harm in them now and then, by
¢ way of relaxation ; and that by
¢ ‘mixing ourfclves fometimes with

E ¢ the

¢ doubt to the no fmall fatisfaltion of her
¢.good Mama, whofe heart mut needs alfo
¢ dance with-joy, to fee her dear child fo
¢ much applauded by fo polite an affembly ;
¢ and that fhe had alrcady acquired /o corps
$ degagé, and was totally freed -from all
§_mawvaife honte at fo tender an age.’
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< the diverfions of the world, we
¢ return with greater relith ro retire-
< ment and religious duties.’

To this I readily and bricfly
reply, that the fame reafons, why
we ought not alweys to be prefent
at them, hold good why we fthould
never be prefent at them; unlefs
you will roundly maintain that we
caAN ferve God and Mammon (g);
that when we are called to give our
bearts to Ged (b), a pact of them is
-only meant; and that we may
fometimes indulge a trifling worldly
{pirit, .and fometimes be devout and
heavenly-minded ; which is not at
all lefs abfurd than if you were to
fay, we may be fometimes drunk
| and

(g) Mati vi. 24~ (b) Prov. xxiii. 26.
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and fometimes fober; fometimes
honeft and fometimes dithoneft.

Let me farther add, that-it is a
miferable fign of our being yet dead
in fin, that we can look upon fuch
things in the light of relaxations ;
and to be able to take delight in
them now and then, argues our na-
ture to be as much vnrenewed, as
if we were pleafed with them every
night of our lives. And thofe who
affert, that by mixing ourfélves fome-
‘times with the diverfions of the world,
awe return awith greater relifl to re-
tirement and religious duties ; might
with as great propriety affirm that
Baris and PLavs were means of
grace, and highly proper to kindle
a fpirit of devotion ; that a fure way
to become truly religious, is to lay

our
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our good thoughts afide, to mix
ourfelves with vain, worldly com-
pany, and do as they do; in fhort,
to ftifle all the motions of God’s
Spirit, and drive him from us.

Would you not think any man a
proper object for Bedlam, that thould
ferioufly give you fuch' advice as
this, in order to make you a more
zealous Chriflian  yet however mon-
ftrous and abfurd this may feem, it
is not at all more fo, than the
before mentioned argument for
fometimés  indulging ourfelves in
the diverfions of the age, in order
that we may 1eturn to the practice
of Religion with greater carneltnefs
and fatisfattion.

D But
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But farther, what a deplorable
ftate muft that foul be in, that is
obliged to have recourfe to fuch
miferable fhifts ? How unfit to
launch into eternity, where we are
to be happy day and night in {weet
communion with God, and iz fing-
ing praifes to the Lamb for ever
and ever ; (and that without any
BaLrs, Carps, &c. to relax our
minds and encreafe our zeal) how
unfit, I fay, muft that foul be for
fuch a work as this, that had rather
fpend five or fix hours ata Bacrr,
than in religious Meditation, Prayer,
boly Difcourfe, reading the aword of
God, or any other good book 2 Sure-
ly the joys of heaven muft be very
infipid to fuch an one, and the em-

ployment
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ployment of faints and angels no-
thing but mere drudgery *.

But it is not fo with the frue
Chriftian. He looks upon bis Maf-
ter’s yoke as light and eafy (i) ; and
his commandments are more defire-
able to bim than fine gold; yea,
JSweeter than honey and ibe hancy-

D2 con:b

* Let us learn wifdom from the tender
infant ;' how does he brook the abfence of
akind parent? Can all the tales that old
wives have invented, footh the anxiety he
fuffers by fuch a feparation? How then is
it poffible that a dear child of God can
chufe to be lulled for hours together into a
total forgetfulnefs of the happy relation he
bears to the Lord Jehovah, by fuch poor,
low, irratioral inventions, that many good
old wives would have been afthamed to
have been the authors of ?

(/) Mat. xi. 30.
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comb (k). The heart of the true
Chriftian is changed, and fixed
upon heavenly objets ; therefore,
he is conftant and {teady in his obe-
dience. His religion does not in-
fluence him only by fits and ftarts ;
nor can he lay it afide in order to .
attend the pleafures of the world,
and take it up again when he has
no other engagements upon his
hands.

If this then be the charaéter of
the true Chrifiian, what fhall 1 fay
to thofe who have fearcely the
fhadow of it? Can you poflibly
think that you have obtained the
new beart and the new fpirit (1),
which God hath promifed to his

faithfal

(#) Pfalm xix. 10, (/) Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27.
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faithful people; and that the fame
mind is in you that was alfo in Chrif?
Fefus (m), when you are pleafed
with thofe very things, with which
the moft profligate part of the world
is pleafed ? Certainly “there can be
no greater proof that the fame dif-
pofitions and tempers are in you
that are in them, and that you are
of thofe very people whom St. Paul
ftiles lovers of pleafire,” more than
lovers of God (n).

(m) Phil.ii. 5. () 2 Tim. iii. 4.

D3 SECT.
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SECTION I

HUS much for my anfwer

to the third argument in- fa-
vour of Barvrs. And now, I cannot
but think that every unprejudiced
perfon will allow, that what | have
already advanced is fufficient to
overthrow whatever has been, or
can be faid in vindication of them:.
However,

Firft, Tt is not my intention to
ftop here, but to proceed to thew
yet farther, that the diverfion of
Bavts is totally deltruétive of every
rcligx'om fentiment, infomuch that
it flrikes at the very root of Chrif-
tianity.

Secondly,

”
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Secondly, 1 fhall lay before you
the reafons why the evil tendency,
and actual wickednefs of this kind
of amufement, is neverthelefs fo
little perceived, that many fouls are
hurried away by it, without being
fenfible of their error.

Lafily, 1 fhall 'add a2 word of
exhogtation and caution, concerning
the great danger of a blind confor-
mity to cuftom and example.

And Firfl, That the cuftom of
Batrtrs is deftructive of every reli-
gious fentiment, can any one deny
who takes an impartial view of the
frequenters of them, commenly
called the BEST company? By far
thc grcater part of whom, if they

live
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live not in any outward notorious
wickednefs, yet feem perfe@tly in-
different and lukewarm in what
concerns their fouls: Their Reli-
gion is a thing by the bye, a formal
lifelefs piece of ceremony, which
only ferves to their greater delu-
fion,

Now, if this be the cafe, (and
would to God it were not) may we
not fafely affirm, that there are
more people kept from God by
Baviws, and fuch like trifling amufc-
ments, than by more palpable and
grofs fins? For the latter are more
apt to gall the finner’s confcience,
and fend him to Chrift for eafe;
whereas “the former, whilft they
refit the Grace of God, and
quench the ftrivings of his Spirit,

rather
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rather keep confcience afleep, and
by that means gnaw like a canker-
worm, and as it were undermine.
the foul without our being fen-
fible of receiving any injury from
them.

‘God forbid that I thould here be
underftood as if I thought it necef-
fary for all perfons to be guilty of
notorious fins, in order to make
them fenfible of their want of a
Saviour’s. merits ; for this is fo far
from being my meamng, that I
would willingly convince you. of
the great danger of looking upon
any fin as little, and fhew you how
highly difp]eaﬁno every thing muft
needs be in the fight of an all-pure
God that has even the leaft ten-
dency to evil, _

" But
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But whether all perfons  choofe
to look wupon the diveifions of
Barvs as wicked or not; yet we
have the authority of an Apofile to
foy, that jle that liveth in pleafure,
is dead while fle liveth (o). She
may indeced be in perfet health
and fpirits ; and be greatly admired -
for her gaiety and vivacity, whilft
her poor foul is languithing and
dying within her; fo that whilit
fhe is alive to the pleafures of the
world, fhe is really dead to the
thmgs of God. 4

Stella and Fucundus fay, they fel-
dom dance but at the affizes, and
it is very hard people may not di-
vert themfelves a little upon thefe

publick

(¢) 1 Tim, v. 6.
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publi-ck occafions : But let me tell
Stella and * Fucundus (if they will
promife not to affiight me with the
horrid names of Methodift and Fn-
thufiat) how thcy may fpend the
time of the affizes, much more
conformably to the word of God,
and much more profitably to them-
felves and others.

When Stella and fucundus hear
the found of the Trumpet proclaim
the entrance of the Judge, let
them confider how they are pre-
pared to hear the found of the laft
Trumpet, when the dead foall be
raifed incorruptible, and when this
mortal fhall put on immortality (p).
When they bear the prifoners fum-
moned into court, let them refle@,

that

(2) 1 Cor. xv. 52, — 54.



48  Addrefs relating to Bavrvrs, &e.

that the time approaches when we
muft all fland before the awful
tribunal of Chrift, where witnefles
cannot be fuborned, where all the
thoughts of our hearts will be ex-
pofed, and where Fudgment will be
laid to the Line, and Righteoufnefs
to the Plummet (g).

Do they hear that any of the
vnhappy Malefactors are condemn-
ed to death ? Let them think, that
this fentence, horrible as it is, is
but from the mouth of an ecarthly
judge, and the death to which they
are configned 1s only temporal ; and
let this confideration: excite them,
inftead of confuming whole nights
in rioting and revelling at the af-

femblies,

(g) Ifa. xxviii, 17.
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femblies, to fpend them in vifiting
and exhorting thefe unhappy .ob-
jeCts, in fafting, weeping and pray-
ing for them, if peradventure their
fins may be forgiven them, and
they may efcape that far more tre-
mendous fentence of ‘their heavenly
judge, which fhall be pronounced
againft’ all that know not God and
obey not the Gofpel of our Lard Fefus

C/mﬂ (7).

Now I would afk Stella and Fu-
cundus whether an affize fpent in
this manner is not every way con-
fiftent with the chara&er of Chrif-
tians ? and how any perfons who
pretend to a delicacy of fentiment,
much lefs to religion, can fo far

E forget

(r) Mat. xxv. 41. 1 Thefl i, 8.
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forget the feelings of their fellow-
creatures as to make the time of
their wretchednefs a feafon of mirth,
vanity and pleafure,

Another weighty argument againft
Bavryrs is, that they prevent people
from looking into themfelves, and
cherith a vain, trifling, unchriftian
fpirit ; not only for the time being,
but oftentimes for whole days and
weeks before and after ; as any un-
prejudiced perfon muft allow, that
has heard what wonderful facisfac-
tion young Ladies frequently ex-
prefs at the thoughts of an ap-
proaching Affembly, and what ftu-
died preparations they make for
their drefs. upon the Ball-night :
And when this is over, what ample
fields for fcandal are opened trom

: the
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the behaviour and particularities of
the company ? What edifying con-
veifation does the fathionable or un- ,
fafhionable flounce of fuch a lady’s
negligee, or the prepoftrous fize of
her hoop afford? And how often
is the ruftic aukwardnefs’ or unpa-
rallelled elegance of an entertain-
ment difcufled ?

Perhaps fome will fay, ¢ 2 i

true, thefe things muff in general
be allowed to be contrary to the Spi-
rit of Chriflianity, and many may
be greatly burt by them, but I
never think of a BALL before 1 go
to it; at leaft when 1 do, it is
- with mere indifference s 1 give my-
JElf notrouble about my drefs, nor da
© I ever make any fatyrical remarks
¢ upon the company; therefore how-
E 2 ¢ ever

a A nN A A A A e
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< ever fome. people may abufe theje
¢ innocent amufements, I never was

¢ the worfe for them in all my life!

To this ‘I anfwer; that it is a
wretched mark of an unrenewed .
heart, to fancy that you can go to
fuch places without being hurt by
them ; as nothing can more tend
to deaden Grace and to extinguith
the Life of God in the Soul, than
the vain converfation, and trifling
behaviour of the company one ge-
nerally meets with at Barrs, But
if you are determined not to allow
that you yourfelf are the worfe for
thefe things, ‘(though you confefs
that many people may be greatly
hurt by them ;) yet, are you not
aware of the harm you do by your
example, and that you are, though

‘ you
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you may not think ofit, foothing
others in their fins, and contributing
your part to keep them in a ftate
of impenitency ? Surely this will
be no inconfiderable augmentation
of your own guilt. ¢ No, you fay,
¢ becaufe if I did not go to thefe
¢ places, others would. 1t is not in
* my power to put a flop to fuch pro-
¢ ceedings.” But do not you by
going do all in one perfon’s power
to countenance and encoutage them ?
And, on the contrary, by abfenting
yourfelf, do not you do all in one per-
fon’s power to difcourage and prevent
them ? If every body was to argue
as you do, the moft wicked and
abominable cuftoms would be open-
ly fupported and defended, whillt
every fupporter of them would be
crymg out, ¢ It is not 1 that am the

E 3 ¢ caufe
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¢ canfe of thefe doings, becaufe they
¢ would be the fame whether 1 con-
¢ tributed to them or not” Now let
me afk ‘thefe perfons, Would you
go upon the high-way whilft you
have a scal defire to prevent rob-
bing 2 Or would you get drunk
and fwear, becaufe when you allow
fuch habits to be very wicked, you
‘have a like defire to put a ftop to
them ? = This is juft as if you were
to fay,  © Though I heartily wifb
s there were no fuch fins as robbery,
¢ drunkennefs and fwearing, yet I
S.am determined to put them into
¢ pratlice, although 1 know I am
¢ bereby doing all in my power to
¢ encourage  thefe abominable wvices)
Examine the cafe, and you will find
it juft the fame with regard to
Bavvs.

You
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You will perhaps afk, if I make
no difference  between robbery,
drunkennefs, fwearing, and going
to a Barr? I anfwer, certainly
there is a great difference ; yet flill
the reafon is the very fame why we
thould abftain from all; (wviz.) be-
caufe all are contrary to the fpirit
of chriftianity ; and whofoever can
indulge himfelf in any darling plea-
fure becaufe it is not fo great a fin
as robbery, drunkennefs, and fwear-
ing, is fo far from evidencing a
fincerity of heart, that he treats
God in a manner he himfelf would
ill refent to be ufed by any of his
earthly friends.

. But you fay your temper of heart
is never hurt by going to a Barr.
Granting
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Granting this poffible, how will you -
convince others of the truth of it ?
Will not the gayeft bubble of va-
nity in the affembly, readily ima-
gine, that the very fame fenfations
pafs in your breaft as do in hers;
and if fhe was to be told that her
attendance at BAaLLs occafioned her
to commit fin, would fhe not be
glad to make ufe of the fanction
of your name in her own vindica-
tion, and perhaps urge that the was
fure if there were any harm in
thefe diverfions, you would not be
prefent at them ? I mention this,
jult to fhew how much worfe ef-
fects are likely to enfue, when a
perfon of a religious character goes
to places of this fort, than others
who are of quite a different ftamp,
and that even fuppoﬁng they were

lawful,



Addrefs relating to BALLs, &, 57

lawful, we ought by no means to
firetch to the utmoft bounds of our
liberty, left we fhould thereby caufe
our brethren to offend.

Let me farther atk you, who
pretend to fome zeal for Religion,
and yet make no fcruple of going
to Baris, Pravs, &e¢. whether
you really look vpon yourfelf as a
fieward of what you pofiefs, who.
without hefitation can fquander
away in diverfions what would con-
tribute to the fupport of fo many'
of our poor diftreffed fellow-crea-
tures * 7 How much oftener you

& have:

* How many poor families who through
loffes in trade, want of employment, long
ficknefs, &%¢. are reduced to the greateit ne-
ceflity, might be annually relieved with the

fums
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have deprived  yourfelves of your
natural reft to attend a Barr than
14/}

fums that are fquandered away at the The-
atres for the fupport of a company of idle
drones, whofe whole bufinefs is to corrupt
the public ?

Perhaps fome may think that becaufe what
they fpend every year at Play-boufes is very
inconfiderable, therefore the guilt of with.
holding their alms from poor diftrefled houfe-
keepers, and others that really fland in need
of them, and contributing to the mainte-
nance of fuch a fet of infamous lazy
wretches as players in general are, can by
no means be chargeable to them, All I
defire of fuch is, ferioufly to confider, that
places for the promotingjof fin and wicked-
nefs, are in effe as much fupported by
fubfcription as thofe that are dedicated to
the glory of God, and intended for the
relicf of the fick, needy, and deferted ; and

as
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to watch unto prayer (s)? How
much more time you allot to
adorn

() 1 Pet. iv. 7.

as every one who, like the poor widow in
the Gofpel, adds his mite towards the car-
rying on any pious defign, /ball in no wife
lofe his reward, Mark ix. 14. and the pray-
ers of thofe he has affifted fhall be heard
in his behalf; (that is, provided what he
gives fptings from the true principle of
faith in Chnft, and not from that of vain
glory, or felf juftification,} fo in like man-
ner, whoever contributes the leaft mite to-
watds the encouragement of Vice and Idle~
nefs, thall, (unlefs timely repentance prevent
it) in no wife go unpunifhed; and has
great reafon to fear left he fhould be anfwer-
able for the fins of thofe paor wretches to
whofe fupport he has been acceflary, withs
out which they might have fought out an
innocent and ufeiul way of life,

But
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adorn your body, when you are
to fhine in a ftage box, or to
fparkle in a minuet amidft the cir~
cle of wondering beholders in a
Ball-room, than you do each day
to adorn your foul for rhe general
affembly and Church of the firfi-
born (¢) 2

May

() Heb. xii. 23.

But I will fuppofe you one of thofe who
are not negletful of the duty of alms-giving,
and therefore (to ufe your own expreflion)
you think there is no harm at all'in now
and then taking the. rational amufement of a
good play: fo that at the year’s end, be-
tween what is flung away at Play houfes and
other diverfions, and what you falfly call
Charity, fuppofing you a petfon of an eafy
fortune, your accounts may nearly ftand as
follows.

To
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‘May I alfo demand in what ftate
of mind for religious duties you
F return

To Mrs, Cornely’s and
Almack’s, e SO
One Mafquerade and Dref=
For the fupport of Ranelagh
and Vauxhall, and the Mufi-
cians, Singers, Waiters, &,
thereunto belonging, =

One Ridotto and two Operas, 2 2 o
Loft at Cards (Cardomoncy v
mcludcd) — — } °

Paid at ten Plays for they
encouragement of Vice and
Immorality, and for the main- A

tenance of A&ors, Dancers,
Buffoons, Mimicks, and other '
Stage- gentry, —_— -

Total yeir’s account, 24 i1 o

10 10. O

1 fear

" For the relief of the Sick}
and Needy, — —_
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return home from BarLis; whe-
ther or no your mind is never
full

I fear there are but few who frequent
public places, that will have any reafon to
complain that I have done them injuftice,
cither by enhancing the fum they annually
confume in diverfions, or that I have been
too low .in my eftimate of what they em-
ploy for the benefit of the diltrefled: I
would therefore now beg them to refleét
how they would like to have the above
bill produced at the great Day of Accounts,
when they fhall be called wpon to anfwer
for the talents committed to their charge ; and
when every one jfhall be rewarded according
to his weorks. Mat. xvi. 27. xxv. 25. Would
they not have reafon to fear left it thould
firike them fpeechlefs before the judge, and
left that dreadful fentence fhould be pro-
nounced againft them, Depart from me, ye
curfed, into everlafling fire prepared for the
devil and his angels 2 Mat. xxv. 45. Whilit
thofe who not daring to countenance, cither

by
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full of the pretty things that were
whifpered’ in  your ear by your
partner ; whether you are never
chagrined about fome pundilio. of
precedency, or elated on account
of the extraordinary notice that was
taken of you; efpecially if it was
your happy lot to open the Bavr,
or to lead up the firft country-
dance with the moft honourable
pcr(onage in the room? O what

F 2 noble

by their prefence or purfe, whatever hath
the appearance of evil, but from the true mo-
tive of faith working by love, have been
laying up to themfelves ireafures in heaven,
and have dedicated their abundance o feed-
ing the bungry, cloathing the naked, and vifit-
‘ing the fick and imprifoned; fhall have their
ears charmed with thofe - glorious words,
¢ Come y¢ blefid of my Father, inberit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the warld, Mat. xxv, 34.°
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noble matter of heart-felt joy muft
this needs afford to a truly pious
foul, who has experienced the wafh-
sng of ‘regeneration and the renewing

of the Holy Ghoft (1) !

I would further defire to know,
whether before you exclude the fun
in order to go to fleep, you ufe your
Morning .or Evening Prayers? Or
whether, as it is uncertain which
are moft proper, you efteem it moft
prudent to ufe neither ?

Laftly, let me afk you, with a
ferious concern for your eternal
welfare, what you can pofifibly
think of the ftate of your fouls,
who, whillt o many Chriftians are

praifing

(4) Tit. iil. 5.
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praifing the Lord for having re-
frefhed them with feafonable reft,
and for having fafely brought them
to the beginming of a new day;
whilft fo many Chriftians are thus
happily employed, what can you,
1 fay, think of the ftate of your
fouls, who, wearied with your laft
night's revel, are finking into your
beds with the din of the concluding
country-dance in your ears, and
having fpent the night in the works
of darknefs, (in order to compleat
the whole) muft wafte the day in
{fleeping ?

Was I to intreat you to fpend
only a few hours, without intermif-
ion, in Prayer and Meditation, you
would think me an bard tafe-mafler,
and would readily atk, #%at? Are
F 3 we



66 Addrefs relating toBavLs, &e.

we to be always on our knees? Is
there no time jfor relaxation? Yet,
while you are engaged in the plea-
fures of the brilliant affembly, when
your ufual time for Evening Prayer
is come, I fear you never once fay,
What2 Are we to be at this work
all night? Is there no time for
Prayer and Meditation ?

Believe me, your cafe is very
deplorable, and fo much the more
fo, as you do not fee your danger.
'O how happy is Satan when he
can make people wear his chain
and think themfelves at liberty !

Heéar now the language of the
true Chriftian’s heart. ¢ O how un-
happy fhould I be, were I by the
fenfclels hurry of a Bary, the ob-

fcenity
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fcenity of the Stage, or the. folly
and impertinence of a Card-Table,
to be deprived of thofe {weet fea-
fons I fo frequently enjoy, when [
have the bleffed priviledge of fitting
with humble Mary at the Mafter’s
feet, or of leaning with the beloved
difciple on my Saviour’s breaft! O
how vain and intolerable do all
fublunary = pleafures feem to me,
when my foul is thus happy in
communion with my redeeming
Lord, and when I can fay in the
words of the Spoufe, ¢ Iam my be-
loved's, and my beloved is mine (w).’

Hear now the langunage of the
falfe Chriftian’s heart, . whether he
be openly wicked, or decently luke-
’ warm

(w) Cant. vi. 3. -
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warm, ¢ O how unhappy thould I
be, were I to be deprived of the
joys of the Bary, the wit and
repartec of the Stage, or the plea-
fing anxiety of the Card-Table, by
a dull inanimated round of dry
Devotions, whilft a plentiful fortune
affords me fuch frequent opportu-
pities of relaxing mylfelf in . the
pleafures of gay company, and the
diverfions of the beau monde.

Here then confilts the great dif-
ference between the one and the
ather of thefe chara®ers. The
real Chriftian feeks relaxation in his
God, from the noife and hurry of
the world. The falfe Chriftian
~feeks relaxation in the noife and
hurry of the world from the horrid
drudgery of Religion,

To
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To proceed: Do you confider
what heinous mockery you are
guilty of before God, evéry time
you fay your prayers, till you give
up all thoughts of ever going to
another BarL? For inflance only,
in the Lord’s Prayer. How can
you beg that the Name of God may
be ballowed by you (x), when you
are calmly reflolved to negle&t the
common duty of waiting upon God
in Evening Prayer (perhaps alfo in
Family Prayer) in order to go to 2
diverfion which dire@ly tends to the
dithonour of Chrift, and to the
fubverfion of every holy temper?
How can you pray that God's king-
dom may come, and bis will be done in
earth, as it is in beaven (y) ; whilflt

‘ you

() (») Lord’s Prayer.
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you continue to pradife fuch things
as would “not ‘only thwart his will,
but have a tendency to eftablith the
kingdom of Lucifer, and to over-
throw the kingdom of God? Laft-
1y, how can you, without' the
‘higheft ' degree  of ‘hypocrify, be-
feech the Almighty not to lead you
info temptation, and to deliver you
Jrom evil (z); when you are ab-
folutely determined to run yourfelf
headlong into temptation ? “And fo
far to'choofe the evil, and refufe the
good, as to pafs over your ftated
times and exercifes of devotion on
purpofe to obtain the former and
reje the latter ?

Can any body fay that there is
the leaft ‘aggravation in calling this
a folemn

(z) Lord’s Prayer.
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a__folemn  mockery of Almighty
God ? . May the Lord give you
Grace to lay thefe confiderations fe-
rioufly to heart! but if you are
determined not to leave off going
to Barrs, I dare not affirm, but
that you had better leave off faying
your Prayers ; for though you bonour
God with your mouth, your heart is
Jar from bim (a); and the prayer
of the wicked is an abomination to

bim. ()

I cannot conclude this fe&ion
without earneft'y defiring all Mo-
THERS and AuNTs well to confider
thefe Things, and inflead of leading
their Daughters and Nieces about
to BarLvis, Pravs, Carp-TABIEs,
&c. to bring them up 1 the nurture

and

{a) Mat. xv. 8. () Prov. xxviji. 9.
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and admonition of the Lord (¢), and
fee that their relaxations are fuch
as Chriftians may innocently take;
but, in general, fo little do they
reflect on the guilt they hereby pull
down on their own heads, *that
many dear children of God have
been forcibly compelled to go to
thefe nurferies of fin and vice by
their worldly relations; I mean,
not only by fuch a$ are notorioufly
wicked, but even by the more de-
cent formalifts, who can pity care-
lefs finners, and rail at the degene~
racy of the age, whilft their great-
eft uucafinefs is to fee the true
marks of real piety in any of their
family.

SECT.

(¢) Eph. vi. 4.
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SECTION. IL

: HAT can be more full
and perfuafive than thofe

words of St. Paul, Be ye followers
of me, even as I alfo am of Chrift
(4)? And again, Thofe things which
ye bave both learned, and received
and beard and feen in me, do (e).
Whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory
of God (f), &c. 1know it is eafy
" to put fmooth glofly interpretations
upon thefe and other texts of Ecrip-
ture, and fo, to accommodate the
whole Bible to the manner in which
we choofe to live, inftead of con-
G forming

() 1 Cor. xi. 1. (¢) Phil. iv, 9.
(f) 1 Cor. x. 35.



tbe#‘ wn de jiruﬁ:on (g)*; but I

ting to BaLrs, &e;

‘ourfelves to the Bible,
whic ny are bold enough to
fo wreft the Scriptures to

think

“~

(g) 2 Pet. iii. 16.

* It is amazing how fome people (efpe-
cially fuch as bave a name to live and are dead)
will twift and torture the Scriptures, in order
to bring the meaning of texts to the ideas
already formed in their minds, and to lull
themfelves into a wretched fecurity, whilft
by dividing their hearts between God and
the world, they are buried in lukewarmnefs
and blinded by formality, Thus almoft every
expreflion in the whole book of God, that
enjoins an holinefs of life beyond what fuits
their tafte aud convenience, they eicher tell
you is confined to primitive times, or is not
to be taken in a fiteral fenfe. And when
neither of thefe falves will ferve their turn,
rather than fuffer their cyes to be opened to

. fee the naked ftate of their fouls, they will

quarrel
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think it would be rather more pru-
dent, if they would firft make it
appear that when the Holy Ghoft
fays one thing he means another;
otherwife, till it can be proved that
this holy Apoftle went to Barys,
and that they tend to promote the
glory of God; how can it poflibly
be thought lawful for us to go to
them, who are fo folemnly called
upon to imitate him, and to make
the glory of God the end of all
our ations.

\

G 2 Now

quarrel with the tranflation. So that fetting

afide what is confined to primitive times, -
what is not to be taken in a literal fenfe, and

what is not tranflated according to the fancy

of men of corrupt minds ; Chriftians, now-

.a-days, would be deprived of no inconfider~

able part of God’s word.
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Now only figure to yourfelf the
chofen wveffel St. Paul, with the Vir-
gin Mary for his partner *, drefled
out in fathionable tafte, dancing
together in a modern affembly ?
Would not fuch a fight immediately

deftroy

* I think I ought to make an apology to
the Chriftian reader for introducing, this fup-
pofition, as the very mention of it does not
only carry with it an abfurdity, but favours
of fomething fhocking ; upon which account
it was wholly omitted in cvery edition of this
book, except in the firft, which was pub-
lithed about ten years ago : yet there is no
reafon why the thought of fecing an Apoftle
jumping about in a Ball-room, fhould be
fhocking to a Chriftian, but what fhould
make it as thocking for any Chriftian what-
ever to fee himfelf there, unles he is deter-
mined to fet at nought the above command
of St. Pawl, namely, Be ye followers of me,
even.as I alfo am of Chriff.
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deftroy the high ideas you enter-
tain of their piety # Your own heart
muft tell you that it would. Again,
were you to meet with any hiftory
wherein either of thefe eminent
faints were fet forth as frequenters
* of Bavrvs, and lovers of Dancing ;
would you give any credit to that
hiftory ? Certainly you would not ;
and for this excellent reafon, be-
caufe you always juftly looked upon
the great Apoftle of the Gentiles,
and upon the Mother of our blefled
Saviour, as extraordinary examples
of piety ; and becaufe your notions
of a Saint and a Dancer, are as
contrary as light and darknefs. I
appeal to your own confcience if
this be not true? Now to apply
this. If to fee St. Paul and
the blefled Virgin crofling over or

G 3 figuring
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figuring together in a country
dance, would entirely deftroy the
exalted opinion you have of them ;
and if you would not give credit to
any hiftory that fhould reprefent
them to have been fond of dancing,
as being utterly inconfiftent with
your thoughts of their great. fanc-
tity ; how can you flatter yourfelf
that your Religion will be of any
fervice to you, whilft you give into:
fuch practices as are totally defiruc-
tive of all your own fentiments of

piety ©

It may be objected, that you are
not the Mother of our Lord, nor
called upon to be an Apoftie. I an-
fwer, that though you are neither
the one nor the other; yet you are
as much called upon to be a fervant

and
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and a child of God, 0 be a new -
creature in Chrift Jfefus (b), to perfeit
bolinefs in the fear of God (i), to [irive
to enter in at the firait gate (k), and
to adorn the doctrine of God our Savi-
our in all things (J), as the Virgin
Mary or any of the Apoftles were ;
nor can you, without renouncing
bath Reafon and Religion, indulge
yourfelf in any pradice that appears
to you totally inconfiftent with the
piety of any other Chriftian what-
ever, and at the fame time fancy
that you are abflaining from all
appearance of evil, and are of the
number of thofe, whofe fpirit and
Joul and body fhall be preferved blame-
lefs unto the coming of our Lord
Fefus Chrif (m).
But

(%) 2 Cor.v. 17. (i) 2 Cor. vii. 1,

(4) Mat. vii. 13, (/) Tic ii. 20,

(m) 1 Thefl v, 22, 23.
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But ‘methinks you are by this
time ready to cry out, ¢ Wy, if

¢ this be the cafe, we muff fen fi- -

¢ clude ourfelves  from all  fociety,
¢ bid adien to chearfulnefs and re-
¢ laxations, fout ourfelves ‘up' in
¢ convents, and fo become churlifb
¢ melancholy mopes, and die of "the
¢ vapours.’ '

But no, entertain not a thought

fo derogatory from the honour of

Chrift and his gofpel: for Chrifti-
anity does at once tend to promote
chearfulne(s and to improve fociety ;
and «tlie bleffed author of it, fo far
from countenancing a monkifth fe-
clufion from our fellow-creatures, is

rcprcfemed as going about doing good
that
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(n), that we who bear his name
Sbould fo walk even as be walked (o) ;
and St. Pay/ commends his be-
loved Timothy, for having made a
good profeffion before many witneffes
(¢) : now whether they who attend
Bavrvis, Pravs, &ec. are thereby
going about doing good, or making a
good profeffion before many witneffes,
I apprehend needs no long time to
determine; but permit me to fay,
that thofe perfons are utter firangers
to true religion, who look upon it
as a melancholy fervice, as preju-
dicial to true politenefs, or deftruc-
tive of any focial duty whatever.
Certain it is, that every real Chrif-
tian muft be ferious and thoughtful,

muft

{n) A&s x. 38. (¢) 1 John ii. 6.
(#) 1 Tim. vi. 12. 2
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muft often feck retirement, and be
frequent in prayer, felf-examina-
tion, and all the exercifes of godli-
nefs: but then he will not look
upon the time that is thus fpent as
tedious, but as by far the moft
happy hours of his life. And the
reafon why fo few find any real
happine(s in religion is, becaufe
they have only joft enough to de-
ceive themfelves, and to make it a
burden to them; whereas would
they cordially, and without referve,
give up theic hearts to God, they
would then experience that peace
which paffeth all underflanding (g),
and foon be convinced that the
pleafures of the world are as emp~
ty and delufive, as thofe which

we

(¢) Phil. iv. 7.
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we derive from God are true and
fubftantial.

If fuch a thing as perfe@ felicity
be attainable in this world, muft it
not confift in having all thofe paf-
fions and tempers allayed, which
are not only hurtful to our own
peace,. but to the good of fociety ?
in having our natures raifed to the
higheft degree of perfection they
are capable of in our prefent em-
bodied ftate; in the enjoyment of
fweet communion with God, as our
reconciled friend and father ? in the
fenfe of our adoption as beirs with
Cbrift (r)? and in the anticipation
of thofe pleafures which are at Ged's
right band (s), and of which the

true

(r) Rom, viii. 17. (s) Plalm xvi. 12,
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true believer is to be made par-
taker through all the boundlefs ages
of eternity ? And are thefe things
likely to promote melancholy ! Is
this a ftate fo much to be dreaded !

If indeed by fociety be meant
thofe companies wherein God  is
forgotten, or what is worfe, where-
in he is difhonoured ; I readily grant
that no Chriftian will voluntarily
mix himfelf with fuch, except it
be with that nobleft of all views,
a defire of benefiting their fouls,
and fpreading a favour of religious
knowledge amongft them. = Again,
if by relaxations be meant Barts,
PrLAYs, and other diverfions of the
like nature, it is certain that with
whatever eagerncfs thefe may be
purfued by fuch as are ftrangers to-

more
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more exalted joys, yet they are as
much incapable of fatisfying one
who has received the grace of God
in truth (t), as aphllolopher is in-
capable of being pleafed with the
toys and rattles of a baby. Nay
more, fo far would thefe things be
from affording matter of amufement
to an humble follower of the eru-
cified Jefus, that it would be in-
flicting a fevere punithment upon
him, and muft needs firike a damp
into his affeCtionate heart, to oblige
him to be prefent at them; and
that with much meore reafon than
it would affe& him to fee a con-
demned criminal, inftead of be-
ftowing a thought upon his wretch-
ed ftate, or accepting the pardon

H that

(1) Col.i.6.
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that was frecly offered him, fpend
the whole night in rattling his fet-
ters for his own and the diverfion
of his fellow-prifoners, not know-
ing but the next morning he might
be dragged to the place of execu-
tion.

I leave the difcerning reader to
muake what application of this he
thinks proper, and proceed to the
fourth Seétion, concluding the pre-
fent with the words of that great
genius, and divine poet, Dottor
Young.

¢ We need not buy our ruin with
¢ our crime,

¢ And give Eternity to murder
¢ Time.’

SECT.
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SECTION 1V,

Hriftianity confifts not in any
form of duties, but in a
temper and fpirit of growing con-
formity to Jefus Chrilt. It is, as
our Lord himfelf affures us, be
kingdom of God within us (u), even
that Kingdom which is righteonfuefs
and peace, and joy in the Holy Gloft
(w). It is no external, pompous
thing. It cometh not by obfervation,
or, as the greek word fignifies,
with outward fhew, but it is an in-
ward change wrought in the foul
by the Spirit of God, a change
whereby we who are by nature chil-
H 2 dren

(v) Lukexvii. 20,21, (w) Rom. xiv, 17.
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dren of wrath (x) do become tbe
clhildren of grace, and are made
partakers of the divine nature (y).
A change whereby ave become one
with Chriff, and Chrifp with us,
whereby Chrift doth dwell in us, and
ave in bim, according to the prayer
which he himfelf oftered up to the
Father for all that fhould believe in
his name, with that faith which is
the gift and operation of God (z).
It is fuch an union with Chrilt
our head, as there is between a vine
and the branches (a); between the
bufband and wife (b); between food
and the eater (*); between a build-

ing

(+) Eph. ii. 3.
(3) 2 Pet. i. 4. Church Catechifm.

(z) John xvii. 2r—23.  Col. ii. 12.

(2) John xv. 4, 5. (%) Eph. v. 23, &c.
(*) Jobn vi, 5153, &c. .
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ing and every flone of that building
(c); between a body and every mem-
ber of that body (d). In fhort, it
confifts in having Chrif formed in
us, and fiving in us (e) : or, as the
fame Apoftle expreffes it in another
place, it is Chrift in us the bope of

glory (f)-

This great change is further se-
prefented to us in Scripture under
the ftrong images of 4 new creation
(g), of a dead man being raifed 1o
life (b), of a man being awakened
out of a deep fleep (7). It is alfo
fet forth under the figure of being

H 3 brought

(¢} Eph. ii. 1g—32. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 8.

(d) Eph.iv. 16, v. 36. () Gal. iv. 1. ii. 20,

(f) Col. i. 27. (z). 2 Core v. 17,
Gal. vi. 15, () Eph.ii. 1. 1 Pets
iv. 6. (/) Eph. v, 14.



90 Addrefi relating toBavvs, &e.

brought out of darknefs into a mar-
vellous light (k); and being tran-
Slated into  that fpiritual kingdom
which Chrilt ere&s in the hearts
of all his people, to make them
meet to be partakers of the inheritance
of the fuints in light (J). Iuis fuch
a change, that from being aliens
and enemies, we become real bezrs
and friends (m). 1t is a crucifixion
of that corrupt nature which we
have from 4dam, called in Scrip-
ture the old man (n), and a putting
on a new nature, which we derive
from Chrilt the fecond Adam, called:
in contradxlhné'txon, the new man (o),

whereby

(#) 1 Pet.ii. g. (H) Col.i.'12, 13,
(m) Eph.ii. 12, 13. Col.i. 21. Rom.v.
10.~—viii. 17. (n) Rom. vi. 6. Gal.

i, 200—v. 24.—Vi. 14,
(o) Eph. iv. 22, 24.
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whereby . thofe holy difpofitions
and tempers which we loft by the
fall are in great meafure reftored,
and the foul is renewed afler the
image of Bim that created him (p.)
Ols things are paft away, bebold!
all things are become new (g).

And now the man thus created
anew and begotten again to a lively
bepe (r),.is looked upon as dead,
and rifen again in another fenfe,
As before he was alive to the world,

- and dead to the things of God, fo

now. he is dead to the world, and
alive to the things: of God 5 con-
formed to Chrift in the likenefs of bis
death, by a death unto fin; and i

the

{») Col. iii. 10. (9) 2 Cor.v. 17.
(r) r:Pets i. 3.
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the likenefi of bis refurrection, by
rifing again unto righteoufnefs (s).

Although thefe expreffions are all
extra®ed from the word of Geod,
and f{tand unadulterated by any
comment of man’s devifing, yet
they are by fome impicufly treated
as enthufiaftical fancies and chi-
meras ; and by others as relating
only to the converfion of fuch as
" lived in pagan times; as if faith
were nothing more than a fpecula-
tive aflent to the external evidence
of the Gofpel, and as if the fame
divine power were not neceffary
to open the naturally dark ender-
ftanding of one as of another, whe-

ther he happen to be born in a
Chriftian

(s) Rom. vi. 5. Col. ii. 224 iii. 1, 3.

- — |
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Chriftian country or not: for asa
truly pious author * obferves, ¢ Out-

<

(1

&

PN

-~

-

-~

ward difcoveries of truth, till in-

. wardly received, can no more

profit, than the fun in the firma-
ment can. give fight to the blind ;
but when that fame God who
commanded the natural light to fhine
out of darknefs, fhincth in our bearts,

. to give us the light of the knowledge

of the glory of God in the face of

Jefus Chrifi (z), then in his light
.we truly fee light, dnd the two
- witnefles agree together, as face an-

{wereth to face in a glafs.” How-

ever, it is.a melancholy truth that

thefe thmos are very little underftood

or

* The Rev. Mr. Hartley, ReQor of Win-

wick in Northamptonfhire.

(t) 2 Cor. iv. 6,
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or-attended to ; and hence it is that
there is fo terrible a decay of in-
ward vital religion, and that piety
is meafured by thew and profeffion :
hence it is that thoufands run into
the ftrangeft abfurdities, and by a
mixture of holy duties, and a round
of vain' amufements, compofe a
motley charadter; which, whilft by
its decency it gains the efteem of
the world, and fupports the pride
of formality, is utterly deflitute of
every internal principle of the divine
life, A litle development may per-
haps place this chara&ter in a more
ftriking light. I will fuppofe you,
what you fuppofe yourfelf, @ very
good fort of bedy: As fuch, you
make it a conftant “practice to go to
the Sacrament, yet you continue to
allow yourfelf in what the world

calls
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calls its Diverfions, Bavrts, ' As-
seMBLIEs, &¢. Should I atk you;
how you can think thefe things
confiffent, you would tell me, that
if the one is neceflary, the other is
innocent. But pray how comes it
to pafs, if you think it thus inno-
cent, that you choofe, among the
other parts of the preparation for
the Sacrament, to abftain that week
from BaLrs and places of enter-
tainment 2 s there not a confciouf-
nefs in your heart, that there isa-
manifeft inconfiftence, for the fame
perfon, within a few days diftance;
to lead up a dance, and kneel at

the Lord’s Table; to fparkle to--

night amidft the train of pleafure,
and follow with the greatet de-
light the found of a fiddle, and
to-morrow to fall proftrate before

a cru-
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a crucified Saviour, pouring forth
tears, whilf} you look on bim whom
you have pierced, and mourn (u)?
Now, abford as this is, it is the
practice of many who would pafs
for devout. Indeed, according to
the prefent fyftem of lukewarmnefs,
when to go to the Lord’s Supper
three times a year is by the moft
judged piety fufficient, and to attend
a monthly Communion is godlinefs
above the the common level, this
may do well enough, and the [elf-
denial is not great.  For fuppoling
a weekly Bart, at the worft they
would only twelve times in the
year be abfent from it. But now
fuppofe thefe abfenters from BArLs
the Communion-week, had lived

néarer

(%) Zech. xii. 10,
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nearer the primitive times, when
they not only on the firft day of
the week affembled for. breaking of
bread, and for prayer, but from
boufe to boufe (w), through the
week, remembered their Lord’s death,
till be come 5 they muft either have
entirely given up their Bary, or
been utterly excluded from ‘the
communion of the faithfal

To enter a Ball-room on the
Friday of the Paffion-week, the day
of the crucifixion of the Lord of
life and glory, would certainly be
reckoned profane by thofe who
have the loweft notions . of the
Chriftian Religion: it would indi-
cate an uncommon infenfibility to

1 that

(w) AQs ii. 46,
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that aftonithing Sacrifice, -and great
carelefnefs about the effe@ts of . it.
But is it not the Chriftian’s duty
to remember this, and to live under
the influence, and in the view of
that awful tranfa@ion, every day
of his life, as much as on Good- -
Friday? 1 believe the Seripture
will not give you the leaft reafon
t@ fuppofe, that what would be
profane then, would not at any
other feafon be unbecoming the
foul, who is always enjoined to Je
looking for and bafting unto the co-
ming of the day of the Lord (x),
and remembers him at his table
for this very purpofe, that he may
continually have bis lins girt, and
bis light burning § and ke bimfelf be

as

(%) 2 Per. iii, 12.
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as one that waiteth for the bride-
groom, when be will return to the
marriage (y).

%

Can it be doubted, whether or
no, what is acknowledged to indif-
pofe our hearts for waiting upon
God, and unfits us for the duties
of love which we owe to each
other, ought to be avoided by thofe
who are commanded to be ready
Jor every good word and work (2?)
I have fpoken before of the indif-
pofition -for prayer which fuch
amufements occafion; I would add
a word more with regard to another
focial duty. Should you receive a
meflage from any near friend or

relation, whilt you were in the
12 middle

&

(5) Luke xii. 35,36, () Tit. iii. 1.
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middle of a Dance, that fuch
friend or relation was very ill,
and defired once more to receive
the pledges of a Saviour’s love, be-
fore he went to drink of the fruit
of the wine where be fhould drink
it mew with Chriff in the kingdom
¢f bis father (a); thatas you were
near and dear to him, your com-
pany would be defirable, that he
might here take as it were a fo-
lemn farewel of you, till you fhould
meet again 3 I fuppofe you would
not think yourfelf in a proper ftate
to be a meet partaker of this holy
Ordinance, after having been talk-
ing for hours together of nothing
but vanity ; as, ¢ How prodigioufly
¢ warm it is; bow well or il fuch

a Lady

(a) Mat. xxvi. 29.
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“a Lady loks; what a fhocking
¢ fizure fuch a one is; what a
¢ cherming filk fbe bas on, and bow
« genteely ber bedd is dreffed;  how
¢ many couples there are 5 bow many
< pretty Dances have been  called,
“ bow Mifs fuch an cne and her.
¢ partner flirted it away together,
¢ and much more of the like con-
< verfation to the ufe of edifying
Confider ferioufly whether after fuch
a fcene you would not have caufe
to fear, that were you called to
receive the communion of the body
and blood of Chrift, you thould ear
and drink unworthily, and confe-
quently eat and drink damnation to
yourfelf (5) ; and that therefore you
muft refufe the laft kind office to

I3 your

(8) 1 Cor. xi. 29,
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yourdying friend; and if fo, you
may eafily difcover, that whatever
in your condu& occafions this, is as
utterly inconfiftent with true charity,
and love of your brother, as it is
contrary to the duty and love you
owe to Chrift and God.

You will fay, perhaps, there is
a time for all things; (though in
the ufe you make of thefe words
you horridly pervert their mean-
ing *}. Yet, I would afk, in an-

fwer,

* Selemzn, who had perhaps drank deeper
draughts of worldly pleafure than any pe:fon
either before or fince his time, after declaring
that all carthly things are empty and delu-
five, procecds to fhew that notwithftanding
this, the generality of people are whoily
taken up in the purfuit of them ; and yet

there

L ety -

P T

-
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fwer, whether there is a time to
Jfin, and whether a Chriftian can
ever innocently allow himfelf in
any praétice whereby the temper

of

there are fome who would fo grofly mifin-
terpret the words of this great Penitent, as
to make him countenance thofe very things
which he afiirms to be only wanity and
vexation of fpirit.

1 the rather mention this, becaufe I once
heard of a young Lady, who, upon reading
thofe words, Ecclef. iii. 4. a time to dance,
took it into her head that Solmon was an
advocate for Balls ; whereas, if fhe would
have given herfelf the trouble of examining
the context, the would have found that this
wife Prince, fo far from fpeaking as fhe
would have him, is reckoning up the cares
and follies which, fome at one time, fome
at another, wholly engrofs the attention of
the multitude, to the utter negleét of their
immortal Souls ; amongft the chief of which
follies he counts that of dancing,
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of his heart is fo far difcompofed,
as to unfit him for a communion of
Saints, 2hd fellowfhip with the Fa-
ther and the Son ? And whether, if
death thould feize him in this flate,”
he muft not neceflurily be excluded
from both for cver? A thought
that deferves the moft awakened
attention !

Having fhewn in how great a
degree the diverfion of Batrrs indil-
pofes us for the duties we owe both
to God and our neighbour, as well
as its utter inconfiftence with that
humility, meeknefs and poverty of
fpirit which the Gofpel indifpenfi-
bly requires; I fhall conclude this
Section with obferving, that fome,
who are mighty advocates for
Barrs, would neverthelefs loudly

exclaim
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exclaim againft thofe familiarities
which are always practifed at them,
as palpable violations of “the laws of
modefty, were they to fec them
put in execution by a company of
yourig people of different fexes
where the found of a fluale was
wanting to drown refle@ion: and
that many Ladies, who without
hefitation fuffer thefe liberties to be
. taken with them in a public affem-
~ bly-room, would highly refent them,
if they were not authorized under
the polithed name of Dancine.

SECT.
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SECTION V.

"HAT need is there of any

more arguments againft the
_diverfion of modern Barvrs? I truft
that what I have faid already is fuf-
ficient to convince every reafonable
perfon that they are a fcandal to a
Chriftian country. 1 proceed there-
fore to examine how it comes to
pafs, that the wickednefs of BaLLs
is fo little perceived, that many
inconfiderate, well-meaning perfons,
continue to go to them without ever
being fenfible how great a fin they
commit in fo doing: ., I fay how
great a fia they commit, becaufe,.

though they may not be confcious
of
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of any fin at all, yet wilful igno-

rance is no plea for innocence:
Elfe the Jews had been guilty of no
crime in crocifying the Lord of life,
nor St. Paul in perfecuting Chritt
and his Church ; who neverthelefs
Qiles himfelf the clicf of finners
(¢) ; alluding, as he himfelf affures
us, to thofe very fins he comminted
ignorantly.

The principal caufe why the
wickednefs of Baris is fo litle
attended to, is their having been
fo long eftablithed, and frequented
by fo many people who make an
outward Jkew of Religion ; which
inclines perfons to think that a cuf-
tom fet up as it were by law, in a

nition

{¢) 1 Tim. i. 15.
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nation .profefling faith in, the name
of Jefus, and countenanced even
by fuch as are elteemed pious
Chriftians, can ncither be finful in
itfelf, nor attended with any per-
nicious confequences: But a little
confideration will convince us of
the fallacy of fach reafoning ; for
it muft be allowed, that no cuftom
in itfelf finfol, (as I have fully
proved that of BaLLs to be) can
alter its nature, cither by being long
eftablithed, by being fet up in a
Chriftian country, or becaufe it is
conformed to by fuch as are called
good Chbriflians ; but on the con-
trary, the guilt of every fin what-
ever is aggravated in proportion to
.the time we have for refleGtion, and
the light afforded us for avoiding
it 5 and there is no reafon to doubt

but



Addrefs relating to BALLs, &¢. 109

but the enemy of fouls takes a far
greater fatisfattion in feeing people
fall into his fnares in a land where
Chriftianity is the eftablithed Re-
ligion, than in a mation of Pagans
or Mahometans. '

Further, would we ferioufly con-
fider how ftrangely cuftom metam-
orphofes the nature of things in
the minds of weak people, and
what extravagancies all its votaries
muft inevitably fall into; would
we confider this, I am perfuaded
we fhould not fuffer ourfelves to be
hurried away by a blind conformi«
ty to its laws, without weighing
the fatal confequences; which is
the cafe with fuch multitudes, who
are contented to do wrong, merely
becaufe others have done fo before

K them;



110 Addrefs relating to Barrs, &e.

them ;*and " becaufe . they - never
fufpe¢t that fo. many . people
who are looked - upon as gcos
Chriftians, are all the while leading
them to perdition.

For inftance, Sunday in Popifh
countries is the chief day for Hor/e-
races, Plays, Balls, Cards, &c. and
there are few Papifts who think
there is any more harm in going
to thefe diverfions on a Sunday,
than ‘on any other day, becaufe
cuftom makes no difference between
them ; whereas, in England, many
who make no {cruple of being
prefent at thefe entertainments on
a week-day, would yet look upon
any body as monftroofly wicked,
that fhould endeavour to perfuade
them to go to an Horfe-race, a

Play,



Addrefs relating toBarvs, &¢. 111

Play, a Ball, or a Gard taéle, ona
Sunda_y.

In like manner, fome centuries
ago, had one Chriftian propofed to
another to take him to. caper all
night at a Barr, he would either
have thought him mad, or, that
inftead of remouncing all the pomps
and wvanities of - this wicked world
(d), he intended to renounce his
Chriftianity.

Thus we fee that cuftom is well
called a fecond: nature. Cuftom has
the mighty power of confounding
right and wrong, and ia the eyes
of a deluded world can turn virtues
into vices, and.vices into virtues.

K 2z Cuftom

'(d) Baptifmal Vow,
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Cuftom has tgansformed that hea-
venly virtue of bumility, which the
Son of God was practifing all the
while he was on earth, into mean-
nefs of Jpirit, and bas conftituted
him alone a man of bonour, who
pays his gaming-debts, and fcorns
to forgive an injury.- Caftom ef-
teems unchaftity to be little or no
fault in a man, yet cuftom efteems
it fo heinoufly criminal in a wo-
man, that none of her own fex
(except fuch as ftand in the fame
predicament) will ever affociate with
her ; no, not even though fhe give
the moft evident proofs of a fincere
repentance.  Whereas if the was
as full of pride, envy, ill-humour
and cenforioufnefs as fhe could
hold, and bhad every other diabo-

lical temper concentred in her, yet
if
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if fhe was free from the fin of
incontinence, cuftom would never-
thelefs fuffer her to pafls for e
woman of firiét virtue,

Thefe are a few inftances of the
power .of cuftom in our Chriftian
land.  And yet how few do we
find, who ‘do not willingly bow
down to this bewitching idol?
Alas! few indeed. Shall we then
tamely follow every b/ind guide that
afflumes the pame of a Chriftian?
Or, fhall we not rather make the
unerring word of God our rule of .
life? Surely we cannot hefitate in
the choice.

Indeed I think it may with great
truth be affirmed, that the formal
nominal Chriflian is an adverfary we

K 3 have
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have more need to guard againft,
than cither the profeffed Atheift, or
the moft abandoned Profligate ; be-
caufe we fufpe&t no harm from the
former, but are ready to fly from
the latter as from a toad or a fer-
pent. It is not an open enemy, faith
the Plalmit, that bath done me this
difbonour, for then I could bave borne
it neither was it mine adverfary,
Jor then, peradventure, 1 would have
bid “myfelf from bim; but it was
thou, my companion, my guide, and
my own familiar friend (e). Satan
is never fo likely to fucceed with
thofe whom he cannot prevail upon
to run into any grofs fins, as when’
he transforms bimfelf into an angel
of light (/) under which matk

he

(e) Plalm v, 12, (f) 2 Cor. xi. 14.
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he has always many ufeful agents
in the world, by following whofe
examples there is too much reafon
to fear, that numbers of fouls have
been ruined to all eternity, who
never fo much as fufpected their
danger, - till it was too late to re-
trieve their- fatal error.

But how fhould it be otherwife,
whilft in the depraved age we live,
multitudes are looked upon as good
Chriftians, whom our holy ancef-
tors would not have admitted to
their communion? Yet thefe mo-
dern faints give into the follies and

‘vanities of the world without the

leaft hefitation ; and thereby be-
come ftumbling-blocks to many in-
experienced fouls, who, feeing fuch
people idolized for their Religion,

' think
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think they may be very fafe under
the fan&ion of fuch approved ex-
amples; but furely little need be
faid to demonftrate the abfurdity of
fuch a conclufion; fince, as.I ob-
ferved before, there can be no other
rule of practice but the infallible
word of God ; therefore, if we fee
any perfon chime in with foch cuf-
toms as are totally oppofite to the
Divine precepts therein contained,
whatever that perfon may be in the
opinion of the world, and of his
own deceitful beart, he is by no
means a proper model for a Chrif-
tian to copy after, who is called
upon by all his hopes of Heaven
to walk in the paths of that Sa-
viour, who left us an example that
we fhould follow bis fleps (g) : hfo

. that

(g) 1 Pet. ii. 21,

W
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that the great pattern propofed to
our imitation, is that of Chrift
himfelf; and it is our conftant and
undoubted: duty to imitate - him' to
the very utmoft of the abilities
which God gives us, and in the
fame degree that the primitive
Chriftians did; for the fame Jesus
died for us, that died for them,
and if we expedt the fame reward,
he expetts the fame obedience;
yet fo different are the lives of the
generality of Chriftians now, from
what they were in the firlt ages
of the Church, that the fpirit of
the Gofpel is nearly extinét in moft
of its profeflors, who feem to look
upon the imitation of Chrift as a
chimerical thing, and to fuppofe
that the holinefs of the firft Chrif

~ tians



h
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tians is rather to be admired than
attained by "us.

Were St. Ignatius, St. Polycarp,
St. Cyprian, or any other of thofe
pious Fathers to rife from the dead,
and take a view of our mctropohs,
and after having fpent fome time .
in it, to hear: (by chance) that it '
was a Chriftian city, that the.inha- %
bitants of it were ingrafted into the 1
Church by Baptifin, -and profefled |
themfelves to be difciples of the
blefled Jesus; judge, if you'can,
how great would be the furprife of
any of thefe holy men at fuch an
account.” 1 am apt to think they
would with great difficulty be made
to credit it ; a plain proof how far
the power of cuftom and example
may be prevalen to calt a blind-
nefs
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nefs over fuch as profefs and call
themfelves Chriftians ; a blindnefs ten
thoufand times more dreadful than
Egyptian darknefs, inafimuch as it
is more deplorable to have a veil
drawn. over the eyes of our fouls
than over the eyes of our bodies.

But you object, that ¢ all this
ftrictnefs and continual holy walk-
ing with God, may be the means
of prejudicing others againft re-
ligion, by making them lcok up-
on'it as an irkfome employment,
and inclining them towthink that
there is no fuch thing as living
according to what is here laid
down ; whereas, by now and then”
conforming a little to the world,
we make Chriftianity appear ami-
; able in the eyes of others, and
¢ thereby

A A A A A A A A A A~ &
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“ thereby take the beft method of
¢ recommending it to thofe about
Rive

I hope I have already faid fuffi-
cient, in the third Seion, to fhew
the unreafonablenefs of that objec-
tion, fo often brought againft true
religion by thofe, who, refting: in
externals, -are ignorant of it’s life,
power and comfort, (viz.) that it
is 2 melancholy or irkfome fervice ; -
and that I have fully proved it to
be (what our Church affirms) per-
Je&t  freedom (b), and the only
fource of that holy, fpiritual, folid
joy, with which @ franger inter-
meddleth not (i), and which the

world

(%) Second Collect for Marning Prayer.
(3) Prov. xiv, 10,
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aorld can wneither give mor take
away, I proceed now to that for-
midable -argument in favour of dif-
fipation, ¢ that by zo0 much flrict-

¢ nefs we caft a prejudice upon reli-
¢ gion, whereas by now and then
¢ conforming a little to the world,
we make it appear amiable in the
eyes of others, and take the beft
method of recommending it to
thofe about us.’

A A b2 =

I would charitably hope, that
they who make this objection, real-
ly make it through ignorance, and
that they believe they have the
word of God on their fide; for if
it be contrary to this, it muft be
allowed invalid. Now, do you
find any fuch texts as thefe
throughout the whole Bible: ¢ Be

E ¢ A LITLE
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¢ A LITLE conformed to this world)
¢ Take beed that you be not ToO
¢ LiKE your Fatber awbich is in
¢ Heaven. — Shocked as you would
be even at the fuppofition of this
being the advice of Chrift and his
Apoftles, yet it is the very lan-
guage of thofe who ftand up for
a moderate fhare of worldlinefs, lelt
a continual fpiritual walk, and too
great a conformity to the image of
Chrift, thould raife a prejudice
againft religion in the minds of
others,

But let us illuflrate this by a
familiar inftance or two, in order
to put the cafe in a true and clear

light.

Suppofe
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Suppofe you were willing to dif-
fuade a perfon from the fins of
lying or fwearing, how would you
go about it? Would you think it
neceflary to /ie and fwear now and
then A rLiTTLE yourfelf, for fear
your total ‘abftinence from thefe
fins, and your hearty proteftation
againlt them fhould prejudice the
perfon againft .that holinefs which
the Gofpel abfolutely requires, and
without which no man flail fee tie
Lord? Again: by way of deftroy-
ing in others thofe hateful tempers
of the fallen nature, anger, re-
venge, envy, malice, and pride,
would you affert that it was advife-
able for you to be a /ttle angry,
a little revengeful, a little envious,
a little malicious, and to thew what

L 2 the
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the world calls @ decent pride?
Now, if you think this a very
ftrange way of curing thefe fins in
others, you plainly fee the force of
your own argument for an occa-
ficnal compliance with and con-
formity to the ways of the world,
in order to make others heavenly
minded, and for fear of prejudicing
them againft religion, by what you
call an over-firiéinefs; and be af-
fured, that whatever Converts you
make to fuch a religion as this,
and however they may approve of
your divided walk between God
and Manimon, they are not Converts
to the vital power of evangelical
holinefs, and approve not of your
life and converfation, for what they
fee in you conformable to the Gof-
pel of Chrift, but for what they

fee
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fee in you agreeable to the tempers
and difpofitions of their own hearts.
—— But, as that religion which
pleafes the world, will never pleafe
God; confequently, that religion
which pleafes God, will never pleafe
the world (£).

True it is, that all unneceflary
fingularity fhould be avoided ; (for
the Chriftian’s is a rational, as well
as an holy chara@ter) and every
appearance of enthufiafm or fuper-
flition, fhould be watchfully guard-
ed againft ; but then, do not let us
call things by wrong names, but
let us. remember that there is a
neceffary, as well as an unneceffary
fingularity ; for if, of tbe many that

L3 are

(#) John xv. 19,

-
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are called, there are but few chofen,
it is as certain that thefe few, who
are emphatically ftiled zbe light of
the world (1), muft be diftinguithed
from the many, as that light itfelf
is diftinguithable from darknefs. 4
city that is fet on an hill (faith our
Saviour) cannot be bid, neither do
men light a candle, and put it under
a bufbel, but on a candleflick, and it
giveth light unto all that are in the .
boufe. Let your light fo fbine before
men, that they may fee your good
sworks, and glorify your Fatber which
is in beaven (m).

Let me then conclude this Sec-
tion, with an addrefs to the reader,
from the ingenious and pious Mr.

Mofes

(/) Mat.v. 14, (m) Mat. v. 14—16,
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Mofés Browne's Efflay on the Uni-
verfe.

¢ O tear the films from thy dif-
¢ temperd eyes,
¢ Dare to be manly, virtuous,
¢ good and wife.
¢ Diftruft the joys in vain allure-
¢ ments plac’d,
Falfe is the relith of the fev'rith
¢ tafte.

¢ Some to their ido! gold an ho-
, ¢ mage pay,

¢ Some dream their {oft luxurious
¢ hours away'; :

¢ Th’ adjufted drefs, the compli-
¢ ment, the ball,

¢ The play, the trifling vifit waftes
¢ them all,’ '

SECT.,
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SECTION VL

»

AVING fhewn that .the

reafon why many people are
apt to fancy they can go to BALLs
without committing any fin, is en-
tirely owing to the force of cuffom
and example; 1 would now beg
leave to offer a ferious admonition
to all fuch as have hitherto. been
frequenters of them, and are any
ways concerned about their ever-
lafting welfare.

Now, fince the power of cuftom
and example is fo grear, and fo
much depends upon our conforming
or not conforming to it; let me

intreat
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intreat you, in the words of the
beloved difciple, 7ot to believe every
Jpirit, but to try the [pirits whether
they are of God (n), before you
foffer yourfelf to be led by them:
Remember that Chrift himfelf hath
told us, that not every one that faith
Lord, Lord, frall enter into the
kingdom of beaven, but be that doeth
the will of bis Father which is in
beaven (0); and whatever a fleepy
confcience may perfuade any man
to think of himfelf, becaufe he fees
many in his own opinion worfe,
yet St. Paul tells us, not be that
commendeth bimfelf is approved, but
whom the Lord commendeth (p);
and our Saviour fays in another

" place

(n) 1 Johniv, 1. (o) Mat, vii, 21.
(#) 2 Cor. x. 18.
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place, that which is kighly efleemed

amongst mien, is abomination in the

Jight of God (g).

Now, the word of truth aflures
us, that to e carnally minded is
death (r), that the friendfbip of the
world is enmity with God (s), that
we muft ‘neitker live the world, nor
the things that are in the world;
and t/.mt tf any man love the 'zwrla’
" the love of the father is not in bim
(2) ¢ that the end of thofe who mind
earthly things is defiruction (u}: that .
if any man bave not the fpirit of
Chrift be is none of bis (w): that
as many as are led by the Spirit of

God,

(¢) Luke xvi. 15. (r) Rom. viii. 6.
(s) James iv. 4. (1) 1 John ii. 15.
(») Philip. iii. 19. (w) Rom. vii. g.
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God, they are the Sons of God (x):
that the fruits of the Spirit are love,
Joys peace, long fuffering, gentlenefi,
goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance,
(9) 2 that unlfs Chrijl be in us, we
are reproéat‘es () : that whaifiever
we do in word or in deed, we ‘muft
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Futher
by bim (a) : that we mufl be boly in
all manner of converfation (b) : and
JSEall be called upon to give an account
of every idle word at the day of
gudgment (¢): that we mufl in any
wife rebuke our neighbour, and not
Juffer fin upon bim (d): that our
Speech muf} be always with grace (e),

and

(¥) Rom, viii. 14. {») Gal. v. 22.
(z) 2 Cor. xiii. s. {a) Colofl. iit. 17,
(6) 1 Pet. i, 15. (¢) Mat, xii. 36.
(d) Lev. xix. 17. (¢) Colofl. iv. 6,
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and our communication to the ufe of
edifying, fit to minifler grace unto
the bearers (f) o that our converfa-
tion mufl be in beaven (g), and fuch
as becometh the Gofpel of Chrift (b).

As thefe paffages are only a fmall
fpecimen of the conflant language
of our Saviour and his Apoftles,
what pretenfions can they have to
the name of Chriftians, in whom
fcarcely any of the before-men-
tioned marks are to be found ; in-
fomuch that they are as totally ig-
norant of the life and power of
Religion, as a blind man is of co-
lours; and know no more of a
change of heart, than they do of

the

(f) Ephel. iv. 2.  (g) Philip. iii. 20.
(b) Philip. i. 27.
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the change of earth for heaven, or
of their natural jfor a fpiritual
body 2 yet, fome-how or other, thefe
unhappy felf-deceivers contrive to
keep confcience quiet by fome for-
mal external duties, and by flatter-
ing themfelves that as they have
never been guilty of any grofs,
enormous fins, they are as fure of
heaven as if they were there al-
ready ; little thinking how much
iniquity lies lurking in their hearts,
and that the holy law of God con-
demns all thofe who have not fe-
cured an intereft in the Redeemer,
for the leaft finful thought or in-
dulgence, as well as for the moft
notorious a&ts of wickednefs; the
word of God being, as faith St.
Paul, a difeerner of the thoughts and

M tntents
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intents of the beart (i), and requiring
truth in the inward parts (k). But
though the Apoftle tells them fo
plainly that 0 be carnally-minded is
death (1) ; that the friendfbip of the
aworld is enmity with God (m); and
that if any man love the world, the
love of the Fatber is not in bim (n) ;
yet they read thefe alarming texts
with as much unconcern as if they
had nothing to do with them;
whilft the fame love of this world,
the fame attachment to its cuftoms,
follies, and vanities, influence them
as much (if not more) than they
influence a Jew or an Heathen.
How wide then are thefe difpofi-

tions

(i) Heb. iv, 12. (#) Pfalm 1i. 6.
(/) Rom. viii, 6. (m) James iv. 4.
(#) 1 John ii. 15.
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tions from that deadnefs to the
world, and that humble, ‘child-like
temper, without which, our Lord
hath declared, that, we cannot enter
into the kingdom of Heaven (o) ¢

Again : though we are fo pofi-
tively told in Scripture, that unlefs
Fefus Chrif} be in us we are repro-
bates (p), and that if any man bawe
‘not the Spirit of Chrift, be is ucne of
bis (g)5 yet, far from having this
. Spirit of Chrift, or defiring to have
it, there are many who are quite
enraged againft them to whom it
has pleafed the Lord to give his
Spirit ; and fancy that zbey do God
JService, when they exclaim againft

M2 them

(o) Mat. xviii. 3. (#) 2 Cor. xiii, 50
(¢) Rom. viii. g.
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them as enthufiafts, fools, and
madmen : hereby plainly proving
themfelves to be nome of Chrift's,
but to be of thofe natural men,
who, as St. Paul declares, cannot re-
ceive the things of the Spirit of God,
becaufe they are foolifbnefs unto them
(); and therefore (as the author
of the book of Wifiom tells wus)
account the life of the truly religious
man to be madnefi ()

Moreover, when we are fo ftriét-
ly enjoined 7o exbort one another
daily () 5 to be boly in all manner of
converfation (u); and to let our
communication be to the ufe of edify-
ing, fit 10 wminifler grace unto the

bearers

(r) 1 Cor. ii. 14. (s) Widd. v. 4.
(#)-Heb, iii. 13, (%) 1 Pet. s 15,
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hearers (w); 1is it not amazing that
multitudes of fouls fhould be fo
infatuated as to fancy themfelves to
be in a fufe ftate, whillt they live
in a total negle&t of thefe exprefs
commands, -and can fit and rack
their inventions to rake up all the
nonfenfical chat of the town, and
had rather talk for hours together
upon the moft trifling fubjects, than
for a moment upon the one thing
needful \x) ; infomuch that religious

. converfation, which is fo effential a

part of our duty, and the delight
of every true believer, is almoft the
only kind of difcourfe that is ex-
claded, not only in public compa-
nies, but even among(t intimate
friends in their more retired hours.

M 3 It

(w) Eph. iv. 29. (x) Luke x. 42,
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It is true, we are commanded to
be wife as_ferpents as well as barmlefs
asdoves (y); and we are cautioned
not to caft our pearls before fwine,
nor to give that which is boly to
dogs (z); but then is it not very
uncharitable to rank any amongft
dogs and fwine, before we can tell
whether they will hearken to us
or not? 1 am not for ftunning
people  with  religious  difcourfe,
where we perceive an utter aver-
fion to it ; neither am I for cruelly
negle@ing the opportunities of being
wleful to their immortal fouls, when
fuch opportunities offer ; efpecially
as there are not very many com-
panies into which a Chriftian can

enter,

(y) Mat. x. 16. {z) Mat, vii. 6.

e
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enter, where, if they are not, bene-
fited by his converfation, he has
not caufe to fear being hurt by
theirs. 1 know there are fome who
will never open their lips about
Religion in their converfation with
others, becaufe truly they are afraid
of difgufling them, and think that
if they fet a good example, that is
{ufficient ; but, though I allow that
example in general goes farther than
precept, yet both being equally com-
manded in the word of God, the
obfervance of the one will be no plea
for the omifflion of the other; and
indeed, that man’can hardly be faid
to practice the duties of Chriftianity
‘himfelf, who lives in the neglect
of fo material a branch of it as
that of brotherly admonition muft
be allowed to be, as well for pri-

vate
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vate Chriflians, as Minifters. It
wonld be a very uncommon way
of teaching mufick, was a mafter
of that fcience only to play himfelf,
without giving any inftruions to
his fcholars.

Was .the whole of what paffes
at moft of our modern vifits to be
taken down in writing, and after-
wards fent to the prefs, under the
title of ¢ An Evening's Converfation
amongst a company of  profeffed Chrif-
tians, who are called upon to let
their communication be to the ufe of
edifying, fit to minifler grace unto the
bearers :* 1 leave you to judge what
kind of a mixture it would be.
Yet it is entirely for want of ke
excellency of the knowledge of Chrift

Fefis
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Fefis our Lord (a), and of that in-
exhauftible fund for converfation
with which his dying love furnifhes
every real Chriftian, that (when the
kind Card-Table no longer affords re-
lief ) fo many are taken up in hearing
and relating the follies and miferies
of every neighbouring family, and
the dull tirefome account of every
trifling occurrence fince they met
laft; whilft all the glorious truths
of Redemption are as much kept
out ‘of fight as if they were the
lies of mercenary Priefts, or the
difgrace of human naturc *,

Now

(a) Phil. iii. 8.

* See an excellent Difcourfe by the Rev.
Mr, Venn, intituled, The Variance between
Real and Nominal Chiiftians confidered, and

the
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Now can there be 2 more difmal
fign that there is not a fpark of
Religion in fuch hearts ? For, wwhere
the treafure is, there will the heart
be alfy (b); and out ¢f the abun-
dance of the beart the mouth [peak-
eth (¢). The Glutton's delight is to
talk of eating; the Drunkard’s of
drinking ; the Sportfman’s of his
horfes and dogs; the moft agree-
able topic to a fine Lady is drefs
and diverfions; and the Chriftian
is never fo happy, as when dif-
courfing about the things of Ged
and his foul. This is an infallible

touch-

the Caufe of it explained. Printed for 7.
Townfend, at the Corner of White-Fryars in
Fleet-Street,

(8) Mat. vi, 21. (¢) Mat, xii. 34.°
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touch-flone whereby we may try
ourfelves ; therefore, wo unto thole
whofe hearts condemn them in this
refpedt.

Neverthelefs, fo little true Reli-
gion is there among(t many formal
Church-going people, that I wih it
were an exaggeration to fay, that
they have not only a perfe@ loath-
ing to all holy difcourfe, but would
even look with aftonithment upon
any perfon, and either think his
head turned, or that he was guilty
of a breach of polite behaviour,
thould he dare in their prefeace to
mention the exceeding great love of
our Mafler, and only Saviour Tfefus -
Chrift in dying jor our fins (d ), or

even

(4) Communion Service.
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even to introduce his facred Name,
except in witty fayings or profane
exclamations.

Thefe are diftinguithing marks
whereby the nominal profefior * may
be often difcerned; let us now fee
how thefe real enemies and utter

firangers

& Seefl thou one that is wife in bis own
conceity faith Solomin ? there is more bope of
a fool than of him; fo of all perfons what-
ever, the moral, felf-rightcous Pharifees are
the moft unwilling to receive the Gofpel.
The foundation of our reconciliation with
God.muft be laid in a deep heare-fele humi-
liation, arifing from a thorough fenfe of our
original and aflual guile: till this be the
cafe, it is impofiible wee can have any true
longings after the bleflings of Redemption,
for they that are whole, (that is, they who
think themfclves fo) nesd not a phyfician, but
thofe that are ficky as our Saviour himfe.f af-

3 fures us, Mat. ix. 12,

" -

. oo

ek

e

s
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firangers to true Religion are de-
fcribed in Scripture.

Solemon calls . them a generation
that are pure in ther own eyes, and
yet not cleanfed from . their Silthinefs
(¢). The prophet Jfaiab, and after
him our blefled Saviour, calls them
a people that bonoureth God with
their lips, whilf. their beart is far
from bim (f). Holy David ex-
poftulates with them in the follow-
ing words; What baff thou to do
to declare my Ratutes, or that thou
Shouldf} take my covenant in thy
mouth s feeing theu baiefl inflruction,
and caficf my words bebind thee
(g)? St. Paul defcribes them, as

N baving

(¢) Prov. xxx. 12. (f) fa, xxix. 13.
(g) Pialm L 36, 17.
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baving the jform of godlinefs, but
denying the power thereof (b). It
is faid of them, Rew. iil. 1. that
they bave a name to live, and are
dead. Laflly, they are thus defcribed,
and the following tremendous fen-
tence is pronounced againft them
by our Lord himfelf, from the
mouth of his holy Angel. Rew. iii.
15, 16, 17. 1 know thy works, that
thou art neitber cold nor bot; [
would thou wert cold or bot 5 fo then
becaufe thou art lukewarm, and nei-
ther cold nor bot, I will fpue thee
out of my mouth : becaufe thou fayeft,
I am rich, and increafed in goods,
and bave need of nothing 5 and know-
¢ff not that thou art wretched and
miferable, and poor, and blind, and

naked ;
(&) 2 Tim, iii. 5.



Addrefs relating to BALLs, &¢. 147

naked ; therefore anoint thine eyes
with eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee.

When we obferve the genera-
lity of people who are called Chrif-
tians, how many more do we fee
who anfwer thefe marks than thofe
before given: A difmal proof that
numbers are loft through a falfe
confidence of falvation, and of the
truth of our Saviour’s prediGtion
concerning thefe latter days; that
becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love
of many fhall wax cold (7).

This prophecy is indeed fo ex-
a@tly fulfilled at prefent; that in-
ftead of that Religion, whereby we
dedicate ourfelves, our fouls and bo-

N2 dies

(F) Mat, xxiv. 12,
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dies 20 be a reafonable, koly, and
lively facrifice unto God '(k), the
fkeleton of it fcarcely remains,

I fear we fhall find this affertion
verified in the following character
of Lucinda.

(#) Communion Service,

SECT,
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SECTION VIIL

LUCI NDA is polite, affable,
obliging, and univerfally ef-
teemed by her acquaintance, who
look upon her as a woman of ex-
traordinary prudence and picty. She
would not for the world omit her
Morning aud Evening Prayers; fhe
conftantly reads the Pfalms and Lef-
fons of the day: fhe is never ab-
fent from Church on Sundays, and
would oftener be there on week-
days, if fhe was not prevented by
engagements to go with her friends
~into the city, to fee what Mercer
N 3 keeps
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keeps the moft fafhionable filks * ;
or elfe by bufinefs of importance at
home; fach as working in her
tambour, the reception of fome vi-
fiters, or neceffary difcourfe with
her Milliner ; or perhaps it is the
Dancing-mafter’s morning, and fhe
knows her children will not take
half the pains they ought in o
material a branch of their education,
unlefs fhe herfelf is prefent.

Nobody can be better convinced
of the neceflity of vifiting the fick
than Lucinda, who not oaly admi-
nifters medicincs to the poor, gratis,

but

* This is called by the Ladies, geing 2
Soepping, when they generally tumble all the
tradefman’s goods about, but buy nothing
at all,
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but is always ready to play a che-
ritable game at Cards, or to read a -
Comedy to a fick friend who is in
danger of being low-fpirited.

Lucinda goes every month to the
Sacrament, befides the three great
Feftivals, and hears her children
fay their Catechifm every Sunday
evening ; fhe frequently gives fix-
pence or a fhilling to the poor;
and never dines till after Evening-
fetvice, upon Afb-wednefiay, Good-
Sriday, and the thirtieth of Fanuary,
when the makes a hearty meal upon
coftly fith and rich fauce *.

Lucinda

* Notwithftanding all Lucinda’s duties, I
fear it may be affirmed that the never prayed
or fafted in all her life, and that fhe is an

utter
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Lucinda is a bitter enemy to
raughty women, and often tells you
how much fhe is fhocked at the
indecent language of ,the common
people in the ftreets ; yet this very
fame Lucinda as readily pays her
money for a place in that choice
Synagogue of Satan, called a Play-
boufe (where fhe enjoys the com-
pany of many of the rakes and
proflitutes of the town) and is as
much delighted to hear and fee
God dithonoured by the immodeft

adtions,

utter ftranger to every fpark of charity.
Whoever will confider the difference there
is between praying and faying of prayers,
and lock at the defcription given of charity
by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. 1-—3. and that of
fafting, by the prophet Jjaiab, 1fai. lviii. 3, 4,
&c. will probably be of the fame opinion.
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altions, oaths, and filthy jefts of
the actors, as any other perfon in
the Theatre. The play being fi-
nifhed, fhe returns home to fup-
per, talks till bed-time, what
charming fellow FooTE is, or how
ghrioufly GaRRICK fhone ; fays her
prayers, and goes to fleep *

Ranelagh is alfo a favourite' di-
verfion with Lucinda, though fhe
would like it much better, if it
were poffible to keep out all low
company, which fhe was in hopes

would

* To fhew Lucinda in what light the
primitive Church regarded thofe who attend-
ed the public fpectacles ; that noted Father,
Tertullian, gwcs an account of a Chiiftian
woman, who in his time returned from the
Theatre poffefled with 2 Devil ; upon which
be makes this remark, (viz.) that Satan
Jound her upon bis own ground.
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would have been the cafe when
the price for admiflion was raifed
to balf a crown: -But fince this
has not had the wifhed-for effe&,
and Tradefmen’s wives will fiill imi-
tate their betters, and intrude them-
Selves amongst people of fafbion, fhe
often comes home juft ready to
faint, and declares, that though
the room was fo cronded, the could
fearcely ftir, yet there was bardly
a creature there®

A violent Rout is Lucinda's averfi-
on, yet fhe dearly loves a fnug private

party

* Though I doubt not but Lucinda has
often read St. Paul’s Epiftle to Titus, yet I
beg leave to remind her that one of the dif-
tinguithing chara&ers there given of Chrif~
tian wives, is, that they are KRERPERS
AT Home. 7. ii s.
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party of four or five tables; but,
notwithftanding the is immenfely fond
of Quadrille, yet fhe never touches
a Card“in the Paffisn-week, nor the
night before the Communion ; and
does not much choofe to play either
Wednefdays ot Fridays in Lent, when
fhe can avoid it confiffently with
good manners *,

Lucinda

* What is Lucinda’s 1eafon for abftain-
ing from Card-playing at thefe feafons, but
becaufe fhe is coufcious of the ftrange im-
propriety of fuch an employment for thofe
who are called upon o redeem the time beeaufe
the days are evil 2 Eph. v. 15. and to grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Fefus Chriff 7 2 Pet. iii.. 18.
Moreover, though fhie is fo warm an ad-
vocate for this way of confuming her lei-
fure hours, yet fhie would dread the thought
of being fummoned before ihe judgment feat

of
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Lucinda is greatly difcompofed at
the inltitution of the female Coterie,
and declares, that through this fo-
ciety, the Scho aflembly, and the
frequency of mafquerades, a wir-

tuous woman will in a few years be
a perfe¢t pheenix.

But if the wickednefs of the age
caufes Lucinda fuch deep concern,

the prefent growth of Entbufiafm

affords her no lefs matter of regret ;
infomuch that often times when fhe
is at Cards, fhe will hold forth be-
tween the Deals, upon the neceflity

of

of Chrifl with a pack of cards in her hands ;
well knowing that in fuch circumitances the
would have litcle reafon 1o hove thit ohe
Bridegroom had tound her watching, with her
damp trimmed, and ber oil burning : Mac, xxv,

o
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of keeping a proper medium in
Religion ; but, ¢ forfooth, people
now-a-days, muft be either Saints or
Devils 5 though for ber own part fhe
is contented to go on in the good old
way, and is not fo precife and jErzf-
pulous, but that fbe can ferve God,
and take ber innocent amufements
very well)

Lucinda has now and then fome
twinges of confcience, but thefe
are generally filenced by calling to
mind her duties ; and by reflecting
how much more religious fhe is
than any of her acquaintance; or
if this will not do, another chapter
in the Bible, and fomewhat extra-
ordinary “to the firft Beggar fhe
meets, prefently fets all to rights
again.

o) Such
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Such is Lucinda, and is.fhe not
quite 2 goad creature? Yet if her
Religion is to be tried at the bar
of Goed’s word, fhe may with as
much juftice fuppofe that fhe ferved
in quality of a foot-foldier during
the lat campaign in Germany, or
that fhe fought in a coat of mail
againft the Saracens in the holy
wars, asthat the is now clthed with
the whole armour of God (/); that
her life is a fpiritual warfare, and
the herfelf a good foldier of Sefus
Chrift, who endureth bardnefs, and
is not entangled with the things of
this prefent evil world (m).

She may as well imagine that
the is taking a pilgrimage with the
urks

() Eph. vi. 11, 12, &c.  (m) 2 Tim. ii. 3, 4
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Turks to Mahomet's tomb at Med:-
na, or with the Papijls to the Vir-
gin Mary's houfe at Loretto, as that
the is now living ke a firanger and
pilgrim upon earth, looking for a city
that bath foundations, whofe builder
aud maker is God (n).

She may with ‘equal propriety
believe “that fhe has been all her
life long laid in a coffin, or wrapt
up in a winding-fheet ; as that /e
s now dead to ‘the world, and ber
life bid with Cbriff ‘in God (o).

In fhort, fhe has juft as much
reafon to fancy herfelf already a
glorified Saint in heaven, as that
there is any poffibility of her arriving

Oz there

(n) Heb. xi\ 13, 144 (2) Col. iii. 3.
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there in the ftate fhe is in at pre-
fent: Yet how many fouls aie
building their hopes of falvation
upon fuch a religion as Lucinda’s 2
and for no other reafon in the
world, but becaufe they fee others,
who are looked upon as excellent
Chriftians, going on in the fame
way, and in the fame wretched
delufion with themfelves : whereas,
if they would candidly fearch the
Scriptures, 1 queltion pot but they
would find themfelves condemned
in almoft every page of the Gof-
pel: For the Lord feeth not as man
Jeeth  for man looketh at the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord look-
eth on the beart (p).

Some

(#) t Sam, xvi. 7.
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Some people will perhaps cry
out, Surely this is talking very un-
charitably, for at this rate how few
will be faved? Bat they - cannot,
tell what they mean, except they
would have us make God a lar;
and in order to lull our poor fellow-
creatures into the fatal dream ' of
carnal fecurity, cry, peace, peace to
their’ fouls; *where the Lord him-
felf bath faid, there is no peace.
That found pillar of our excellent
Charch, Bithop ' Hall, in his Cha-
raéter of a real Chriflian, has thefe
words ; ¢ I would it were uncha-
¢ ritable to fay, there are many
¢ Profeffors, few Chriflians ; " if
¢ words and forms might carry it,
¢ Chrift would have clients enough.’

03 Oar
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Our blefled Saviour aflures us,
that broad is the way, and wide is
the gate, that leadeth to defirutiion,
and many there be that go in thereat ;
and, that narrow is the way, and
Sfirait is the gate, that leadeth to life,
and few there be that find it (q):
Yet how compofedly do many per-
fons repeat thefe awakening paf=
fages, who at the fame: time are
confirming the truth of them; and
though, pcrhaps, they live in no
outward enormities, 'do neverthelefs
fwim with the fiream, till they fall
into the gulph of endlefs mifery.
But if we allow our Saviour to
fpeak truth in thefe places, we can
have no more terrible proof of our

being

(g) Mat. vii. 13, 14,
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being in the way that leads to de-
Srulion, than when we are doing
as the generality of the world do;
nor can we have any better evis,
dence of our being in the right
way, than when we are refoived
to a& contrary to the torrent of
cuftom, and are regardlels of Jeing
thought particular; concerning which,
Satan’s inftruments, in order to af-
fright God’s - children from their
obedience, talk fo learnedly in their
LeGures upon the neceflity of a
prudent compliance with the wor/d.

Again, when we are told in
Scripture, that all who will live
godly in Chrift Jefus muft fuffer per-
Jecution (r), that the kingdom of

beaven

() 2 Tim. iii. 12.
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beaven fuffereth wiolence, and that
the viclent take it by force (s); that
it is eafier Jor a camel to go through
the eye of a needle, than for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of
beaven (t); that whoever will come
after Chrifl, mufl deny bimfelf; “and
take up bis crofs daily, and follow
bim (u); that'many are called, but
Jew chofen (w), that the righteous
‘are fearcely faved (x) ; ‘that through
much -tribulation we muft enter into
the “kingdom ‘of beaven (y)j “and,
that many fball foek to enter: iny and
Shall not be able (2): 1 fay, when
we read thefe, and other texts of
the like nature, we muft needs ima-

gine

(s) Mat. xi, 12. (1) Mat. xix. 24.
(%) Mat. xvi. 24. (w) Mat. xx, 16,
(%) 1 Pet, iv.18. (y) A&s xiv. 22.
() Luke xiii. 24.



Addrefs relating to Barvs, &c. 163

gine, that it is not fo eafy a matter
to get to heaven as many people
are apt to fancy, who feem to have
found out quite a new road thither,
very different from zhat firait, nar-
row way, to which our Saviour has
dire@®ed us, and in which whofo-
ever now dares to walk, will be
told that he is righteous over much,
and folemnly cautioned againft zbe
danger of running into extremes, and
carrying matters too far : But this
is no more than muft be expetted
in an age wherein fo many do at
once glry in their fhame (a), and
are athamed of that in which they
ought to glory (4). An age where-
in jformality fupplies the place of
vital Chrifiiansty, and in which /pi-

ritual

(s) Philip. iiis 19, () Gal. vi. 14.
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ritual Religion and Enthufiafm  are
fo far become fynonymous terms;
that a perfon'is looked upon as little
lefs than mad as foon as'he comes
to the right ufe of his underftand-
ing. 'An age wherein the pure doc-
trines of Scripture and cf the Refor-
mation, are fet afide for /Jifelefi mo-
rality and dry_fyflems of ethiés 5 and
a fteady adhercnce to the truly
evangelical tenets of the cflablifbed
Church, is deemed the mark of a
weak judgment, and is fufficient to
gain a ‘man a name of reproach,
and to make him become a 4y-word
among the people (c).

Let us, therefore, as ‘we value
our immortal fouls, take heed how
we

(¢) Job. xvii. 6.
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we fuffer ourfelves to be led aftray
by any wretched pretenders to
Chriftianity, and carefully avoid all
thofe fnares that the Devil and his
adherents have eftablithed in  this
land, which fo juftly deferves to
be vifited by the judgments of a
righteous God, for our crying fins
and horrible lukewarmnefs,

Let us refle@ what thofe who
have been cut off without having
made their peace with God through
~ Chrift  their Redeemer, and have
felt the punithments of the damned ;
let us, I fay, refled what tbfy
would do, could they begin their
lives again, or obtain one fuch op-
portanity of repentance, as God of
his infinite mercy now vouchfafes
to us. Would rbey walte any of

the
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their precious time in Barts, and
fuch like wvanities, and dance for
hours together upon the frightfal
precipice of eternity, not knowing
but the next moment might harry
them again into thofe inexpreflible
torments they once experienced,
awbere their worm dieth not, and the
Sire is not quenched; awbere there fs
weeping and wailing, and gnafbing
of teeth (d)?

Fuilge therefore yourfelves, Bre-
thren, that ye be not judged of the
Lord (e), and take heed, according
to the Apoftle’s advice, that you re-
Jufe not bim that fpeaketh from bea-
wven (f); for the God of Truth

haih

(d) Mark ix 4. (¢} Communion Service.
(f) dev. xi 25,
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hath faid, that bis fpirit fhall not
always firive with-man (g) : To-day,
therefore, whilff it is called to-day,
barden not your bearts ; -but calmly
and ferioufly refle€t what a fearful
thing it is -to fall into the bands of
the living God (b), whofe word is
quick and powerful, and fharper than
any two-edged fword, piercing even
to the dividing afunder. of foul and
Jpirit (i) ; and who is even a con-
Juming fire (k) ; and able to defiroy
both body and foul in kell (I).

Confider, I befeech you, confi-
der, that thefe are not airy pban-
toms and idle tales, but they are

P awful

(£) Gen. vi. 3. (5) Heb. x. 3r.
{i) Heb. iv. 12, (#) Heb. xii. 29,
) Mat, x. 28.
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awful and -interefling truths; truths
that are founded upon the word of
God, aud fuch as fhould make the un-
renewed heart of every felf-deceiving
Jormalif} to tremble ; wherefore, I
pray God they may fink deep into
your confciences, and excite you to
fly to Jesus the Saviour of all that
truly turn unto him; and if you
are: fenfible of your need of a Re-
deemer, and will come as a loft,
undone finner, mot trufling in your
own righteoufnefs, but in God's ma-
nifold and great mercies (m), there
s no doubt but he will wath you
clean by his precious all-atoning
blood, and clothe you with the
robe of his perfeft righteoufnefs.
Being thus made free Jrom fin, and

become

(m) Communion Service,
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become fervants to God, be urgent in
imploring the continuance of divine
grace, ‘to enable you to walk wor-
thy of your wocation, in all holinefs
and good works. Then fhall you
find, (but never by the palliating
and fuperficial divinity of too many
in our days,) that the ways of Re-
ligion are ways of pleafantnefi, and
that all ber paths are peace (n).

(») Prov. iii. 17.

P2 The
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The CONCLUSION.

AVING. anfwered the ar-

guments commonly brought
in vindication of Barrs, and pro-
duced feveral proofs of their evil
tendency and altual wickednefs :
having fhewn the reafons why, ne-
verthelefs, thefe diverfions have got-
ten fuch root, and the finfulnefs

of thcm is fo little perceived, that |

many ‘unwary fouls go to them
without fufpecting their danger:
having admonifhed you to beware
of a blind conformity to cuftom,
and of the examples of nominal
Chriftians, and given fome marks
whereby fuch may generally be

dif-
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difcerned from thofc who are Cbrif=
tians aliogetber : and laftly, having
exhorted you to flee from the wrath
to come (0); unto Him who is able
and willing to fave fo the uttermoft
all that come unto God by him (p);
I caonot yet conclude, without ob-
ferving that it is indeed a*melan-
choly reflection, that cuftom thould
have fo far blinded the eyes of
many, .as to make a demonftration
of this kind neceflary ; but fince
this is the cafe, all proper care, I
"hopc, bas been taken to fet forth
thefe enormities under their true
colours, which, Itruft, I have now
done without the leaft aggravation ;
and if it can be proved that I have
afferted any thing whatever, that

is

(¢) Mat. iii. 7. (#) Heb. vii. 25.
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is not frikly agreeable to holy
Scriptore and plain Reafon, I readily
give up the point *.

I am

* Though, I truft, T have advanced no-
thing againft Balls and Plays, but what can
be warranted by the beft authority ; yet I
.may be perhaps thought rather too fevere
in- having - cenfured THE FLOURISHING
TRADE oF Carp-Pravinc: for, fince
we read in hiftory of a Roman Lmperor who
fpent his time in eatching flies, furely we
may juflly claim the priviledge of diverting
ourfelves'a few hours in an evening (elpe-
cially as it may be done fo very confiftently
with the fathionable ideas of piety) in count-
ing black and red fpots, and afking, What's
trump, who fouffled, who cut, and who dealt ?
I forbear mentioning the peevifh and ava-
ricious tempers which are too often confpi-
cuous at a Card-table; as well as the fibs
which are told about what is won or loft.

And
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I am fenfible, that if ‘any body
in the firft ages of the Church had
attempted to prove that no Chrifli-
an could go to Bavrrs, Pravs,
RouTs, REeveLLINGs, and fuch
like, without difgracing his holy
profeflion ; his arguments would
have been looked upon to be as
unneceflary, as thofe of a man
who, in thefe days, fhould write
a folio in order to prove that the
Sun fhines on a bright day ; and his
labour as needlefs, as that of one
who fhould go through all the rules

of

And though we fhould be free from thefe
tempers ourfelves (which I believe, however,
is very difficult upon fuch occafions,) yet we
certainly ought not to be inftrumental in
firring them up in the hearts of others.
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of arithmetic to fhew that two and
two make four ; but,

Tempora mutantur, nos et muta-
mur in tlis 2

The Church could once her Golden
Ages boaf? ;

But fad experience proves thofe
Ages loff !

THE END.
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